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FINAL SUMMARY REPORT1 

 
I. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

 
On March 27th, 2021, the Civilian Office of Police Accountability (COPA) received an 

initiation complaint from the Chicago Police Department (“CPD”) reporting alleged misconduct 
by a member of the Chicago Police Department.2 Sgt. Steven Haltek (“Sgt. Haltek”) Star #1019 
alleged that on March 27th, 2021, Police Officer Charles White (“Officer White”) was arrested for 
a domestic battery incident against his then-girlfriend, ( 3 Officer White 
allegedly stopped from calling for help, threw her purse out of the car window, and struck 

in the face. Following its investigation, COPA reached sustained findings regarding the 
allegations of throwing her purse out the window and striking her in the face. COPA did not sustain 
stopping her from calling for help.  

 
II.  SUMMARY OF EVIDENCE4 

 
 At approximately 3:03 am, Chicago Police received three 911 calls in succession 
describing a domestic violence incident occurring on 106th Street in the vicinity of the bridge over 
the Calumet River.5 The first caller reported that he saw a guy (now known to be Officer White) 
hitting a girl (now known to be in the street and stopped the caller in the middle of 
the street. He added that both parties were hitting each other. During this call, Officer White came 
up to the 911 caller and could be heard identifying himself as a cop and saying that she struck him. 
At the same time, yells out, “please don’t believe him.”6 The second caller indicated that 
as he drove past, he saw a guy hitting a lady,7 and the third caller says the woman made an outcry 
that her boyfriend had hit her.8 
 

 
1 Appendix A includes case identifiers such as the date, time, and location of the incident, the involved parties and 
their demographics, and the applicable rules and policies. 
2 Att. 1 
3 One or more of these allegations fall within COPA’s jurisdiction pursuant to Chicago Municipal Code § 2-78-120. 
Therefore, COPA determined it would be the primary investigative agency in this matter. 
4 The following is a summary of what COPA finds most likely occurred during this incident. This summary utilized 
information from several different sources, including Body Worn Camera, 911 calls, Accused and Wtiness Officer 
Interviews, Police Reports. 
5 Attas. 26, 27, 28 
6 Att. 26, 0:33  
7 Att. 27 
8 Att. 28 
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CPD Officers Danielle Clifford and Erik Seija responded and encountered next to a 
parked SUV.9 was barefoot and crying. Officer White was further down the street and began 
to approach when officers arrived. He identified himself as a Chicago Police Officer and explained 
that as they left a party his girlfriend became “pissy” and that when she drinks she becomes 
aggressive with him. When asked if he put hands on Officer White said “I swear to God I 
did not.”10 

 
Officer Clifford then spoke with 11 She was crying and became a bit combative with 

Officer Clifford while expressing that she was scared. She conveyed that Officer White snatched 
her Apple watch off her wrist12 and hit her in the face. She admitted that she hit him back during 
the altercation. She added that Officer White told her that no one would believe her because he is 
a cop. She later told another officer that Officer White took her watch because he knew she would 
use it to call her mom for help. Officer Clifford eventually located purse and one shoe in 
the gutter a few hundred yards down the street.13 

 
had a swollen left eye and bruising around her left eye.14 Officers called an 

ambulance and paramedics provided with an ice pack for her face. indicated that she 
did not wish to press charges, and wanted to go home; however, Sgt. Haltek transported her to the 
4th District to speak with a lieutenant before she went home.15 Officer White had some injuries to 
the right side of his face which were visible on responding Officer’s Body Worn Cameras (BWC), 
however, he declined medical care.16 Because sustained injuries, officers arrested Officer 
White and charged him with Domestic Battery.17 

 
In Officer White’s interview with COPA, he stated that he and attended a party at 

Officer White’s friend’s residence where they were consuming alcohol and playing party games.18 
Officer White stated that consumed a lot of alcohol and appeared to be intoxicated. Officer 

 
9 The occupants of the SUV told officers they saw jump out of Officer White’s vehicle and stopped to help 
her. They called 911 and remained with her while Officer White was further down the street talking to another 
bystander. Att. #29, starting at 4:50 into recording. 
10 Att. 4, 6:50 
11 did not provide a statement to COPA. 
12 She later indicated that he had snatched the watch off her wrist before the car started pulling over. 
13 Att. 7 at 4:30. A lip gloss was also on the ground next to the purse, but no other objects. Officer Clifford could not 
recall where she found watch, and video does not capture her taking it out of the purse. Moments later, 
Officer Clifford handed the purse and the watch, indicating she must have found the watch inside the purse. 
14 On-duty officers’ body-worn camera recordings document her complaining about these injuries. The women in 
the SUV also reported seeing it. Officer Clifford, Hernandez, and Walls all reported to COPA that had a 
swollen face. Officer Walls indicated the swelling was consistent with being struck rather than merely related to 

crying. See BWC recordings Att. 4, 9, 10, 20, 29, 30; Officer interviews Att. 14, 15, 16. 
15 While at the station, did not provide any further narrative related to the incident, but did say that Officer 
White went crazy, from one extreme to the other with no in between.  
16 Officer White stated that he had photos taken by an evidence technician, however, COPA was unable to locate 
any photos. Additionally, as evidenced on officers’ BWC, left the station prior to having any photos taken.  
17 Arrest Report Att. 6. The charges were dismissed on April 22, 2021. See Att. 17. 
18 Att. 24, Pg. 20, Ln 1. Officer White stated that he brought a 6-pack of beer for himself, and was drinking 
shots and liquor. 
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White stated that at the party, pulled his hair and became aggressive towards him.19 Officer 
White did not want to start an argument at the party and that he had work the next day, so he 
decided to leave the party with at approximately 3:00AM.20 Officer White stated that he 
confronted with her actions at the party and an argument started inside the vehicle.  

 
Officer White stated that became angry with him, and the argument turned from 

verbal to physical. Officer White stated that began hitting him in the face and yelling at 
him.21 Officer White stated that during the physical fight, he tried to push away due to 
Officer White still operating the vehicle.22 Eventually, Officer White pulled the vehicle over. 
Officer White stated that began kicking him while he was still in the driver’s seat.23 He said 
that he never struck her in the face; however, he said that while he was trying to block her punches 
and kicks he may have pushed her away. He speculated that her eye injury could have been caused 
by her leg hitting herself in the face as he pushed it back.24 

 
After repeated kicks, Officer White exited the vehicle and walked around to the passenger’s 

side of the vehicle, where was sitting. Officer White stated that he opened the car door and 
exited the vehicle and entered the roadway. Office White stated described as running 

in the street and yelling, and that she laid in the street in front of cars to get them to stop. Officer 
White said he flagged down a pickup truck and told them he was a police officer and his girlfriend 
was going crazy, but he was unsure if the pickup truck called 911. Officer White stated that 
someone eventually called 911 and the police arrived.25  

 
Related to watch, Officer White said he did not take it from her or prevent her from 

calling for help. He indicated that she took the watch off her wrist, then pretended to call 911, and 
after that he did not know what happened to the watch.26 He also stated that he did not throw her 
purse, and had no knowledge of what became of the purse. 

 
 

III. ALLEGATIONS 
 

Police Officer Charles White: 
 

It is alleged that on or about March 27th, 2021, at or near 3300 E. 106th Street, at 
approximately 3:00AM, Officer Charles White, Star #6422, committed misconduct through the 
following acts or omission, 

 
19 Att 24, Pg 13-14, Ln 23. 
20 Officer White stated that he was in an incident earlier in the month with while she was heavily intoxicated. 
Officer White made a police report and provided COPA with pictures from that incident.  
21 Att. 23, Pg 14, Ln 18 
22 Officer White was not sure when sustained injuries.  
23 According to Officer White, kicked the wiper switch and broke it off the steer column.  
24 Att. 23, Pg. 24, Ln 23 to Pg. 25 Ln. 4 
25 COPA attempted to reach out to the person that called 911, but the phone number was disconnected.  
26 Transcript. P. 39, Lns 10-19. 
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1. Stopped from calling for help, without justification.  

- Not sustained 
 

2. Threw purse out the car window, without justification.  
- Not sustained   

 
3. Struck in the face with your hand, without justification.  

- Sustained, 2, 3, 8, 9 
 

 
IV. CREDIBILITY ASSESSMENT 

 
Officer White reported that there was a physical altercation where was the main 

aggressor. COPA was unable to corroborate this or any other details of this incident with  
who declined to provide a formal interview. interview is necessary to do a complete 
credibility assessment, but did remain consistent with her accounts on BWC, even though 
her entire narrative was not obtained. Also, her story was corroborated by her physical injuries 
which were seen on BWC.  
 

OEMC 911 audio determined that Officer White did not provide an accurate statement to 
COPA.27 Officer White did not flag down passing vehicles to call 911, it appears that was 
in the street attempting to obtain help. For this reason, COPA is unable to credit portions of Officer 
White’s account. 
 

V. ANALYSIS28 
 

COPA finds that Allegation #1 against Officer White that he stopped from calling 
for help, is not sustained. alleged that he removed her Apple iWatch from her person in 
order to prevent her from calling her mother. Officer Clifford subsequently gave the watch to 

however, she could not recall where she found the watch. Video des not capture her finding 
the watch on the ground, along with her purse, COPA could not determine where and what point 
this incident occurred.29 told officers differing accounts of exactly when Officer White took 
the watch from her. Officer White denied the allegation in his statement.30 

 
COPA finds that Allegation #2 against Officer White that he threw purse 

out of the car window, is not sustained. Responding Officers located purse down the road 
from the parked vehicle.31 It is unlikely threw her own purse out of the window, as it 

 
27 Att. 27, an unidentified male called 911 and you can hear voice first on the call. 
28 For a definition of COPA’s findings and standards of proof, see Appendix B. 
29 did not provide the statement to COPA, which did not allow COPA to gather additional facts and details 
about the incident. 
30 Att. 51, Ln 9 
31 Att. 9, at 20:52 
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contained her important items. It is possible the purse fell outside of the vehicle when exited 
the vehicle. Officer White moved the vehicle from the original location, which could have 
contributed to the purse being outside and not near the vehicle. The purse did not appear to be in 
disarray, which would have occurred if Officer White threw it outside of a moving vehicle. Officer 
White did not provide any justification or reasoning on why the purse was outside of the vehicle.  

 
COPA finds that Allegation #3 against Officer White, that he struck in the face with 

his hand, is sustained. said numerous times on scene that Officer White had hit her in the 
face. Additionally, the first two 911 callers both stated that they saw a man hitting a woman. 

immediate outcry to the three women in the car was that Officer White had hit her in the 
face. Officer White and confirmed that there was a physical altercation between the two 
parties in the vehicle.32 suffered injuries that required an ice pack on her face.33 COPA 
interviewed three responding officers, who were able to make first-hand observations of  
injuries, and all three believed that was the victim some sort of physical contact from 
Officer White.34 Although Officer White said could possibly have kneed herself on the face 
when he pushed her legs away while she kicked him, COPA finds it implausible that Officer White 
wouldn’t have seen or otherwise noticed knee hit her face while they were facing each 
other in the vehicle. When arrived back to the police station, she spoke about Officer 
White’s behavior and how she was disappointed.35 COPA does not credit Officer White’s claim 
that was the true aggressor in this incident. He told COPA about a previous incident where 
she attacked him when she was intoxicated and described this as common behavior for her. This 
is not consistent with him taking to a party and providing her with alcohol prior to this fight. 
COPA determined that the allegation met the preponderance of evidence.  

 
 

VI. DISCIPLINARY RECOMMENDATION 
 

a. Officer Charles White 
 

i. Complimentary and Disciplinary History36 
 
Officer White has been with CPD since October 16, 2017. In that time, he has received a 

total of 42 awards, including an Annual Bureau Award of Recognition, a Life Saving Award, a 
Department Commendation, 33 Honorable Mentions, and two Superintendent’s Honorable 
Mentions. He has no disciplinary history. 

 
ii. Recommended Discipline 

 
 

32 on BWC and White in his statement. 
33 Att. 9, at 14:51 
34 Att. 14, Att. 15, Att. 16, PO Hernandez, PO Clifford, and PO Walls all provided statements to COPA. All three 
had different accounts of the injuries sustained, but all viewed injuries on face.  
 
36 Attachment 31. 
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Although it is not clear what exactly happened between Officer White and in the 
vehicle, this incident happened in view of the public. Several cars stopped and members of the 
public called 911 to report the fight. The women in the SUV remained on the scene and learned 
Officer White is a police officer. Officer White did not take any responsibility for the role he 
played in this fight and merely portrayed himself as a victim, which COPA does not credit. Based 
on the totality of this situation, COPA recommends a suspension of 45-60 days.  

 
 
Approved: 
 

       June 27, 2024 
__________________________________ __________________________________ 
Shannon Hayes 
Director of Investigations 

 
 

Date 
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Appendix A 
 
Case Details 
Date/Time/Location of Incident: March 27th, 2021, 3:00AM 

Date/Time of COPA Notification: March 27th, 2021  

Involved Member #1: Charles White, Police Officer, Star #6422, Employee 
#  8th District 

  

Involved Individual #1: 1-5-1998, Female 

  

 
Applicable Rules             

 Rule 2: Any action or conduct which impedes the Department’s efforts to achieve its 
policy and goals or brings discredit upon the Department. 

 Rule 3: Any failure to promote the Department's efforts to implement its policy or  
 accomplish its goals. 

 Rule 5: Failure to perform any duty. 
 Rule 6: Disobedience of an order or directive, whether written or oral. 
 Rule 8: Disrespect to or maltreatment of any person, while on or off duty. 
 Rule 9: Engaging in any unjustified verbal or physical altercation with any person, while 

on or off duty. 
 Rule 10: Inattention to duty. 
 Rule 14: Making a false report, written or oral. 
 Rule 38: Unlawful or unnecessary use or display of a weapon. 
 Rule __: [Insert text of any additional rule(s) violated] 

 

Applicable Policies and Laws          

 [Directive #]: [Directive Name] (effective [date] to [date (or present)]) 
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Appendix B 
 

Definition of COPA’s Findings and Standards of Proof 
 
For each Allegation, COPA must make one of the following findings:  
 
1. Sustained – where it is determined the allegation is supported by a preponderance of the 

evidence;  
 

2. Not Sustained – where it is determined there is insufficient evidence to prove the allegations 
by a preponderance of the evidence;  
 

3. Unfounded – where it is determined by clear and convincing evidence that an allegation is false 
or not factual; or  

 
4. Exonerated – where it is determined by clear and convincing evidence that the conduct 

described in the allegation occurred, but it is lawful and proper.  
 

A preponderance of evidence can be described as evidence indicating that it is more 
likely than not that a proposition is proved.37 For example, if the evidence gathered in an 
investigation establishes that it is more likely that the conduct complied with CPD policy than that 
it did not, even if by a narrow margin, then the preponderance of the evidence standard is met. 
 

Clear and convincing evidence is a higher standard than a preponderance of the evidence 
but lower than the “beyond-a-reasonable doubt” standard required to convict a person of a criminal 
offense. Clear and convincing can be defined as a “degree of proof, which, considering all the 
evidence in the case, produces the firm and abiding belief that it is highly probable that the 
proposition . . . is true.”38 
 
  

 
37 See Avery v. State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Co., 216 Ill. 2d 100, 191 (2005) (a proposition is proved by 
a preponderance of the evidence when it is found to be more probably true than not). 
38 People v. Coan, 2016 IL App (2d) 151036, ¶ 28 (quoting Illinois Pattern Jury Instructions, Criminal, No. 4.19 (4th 
ed. 2000)). 
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Appendix C 
 

Transparency and Publication Categories 
 
Check all that apply: 

 Abuse of Authority 

 Body Worn Camera Violation 

 Coercion 

 Death or Serious Bodily Injury in Custody 

 Domestic Violence 

 Excessive Force 

 Failure to Report Misconduct 

 False Statement 

 Firearm Discharge 

 Firearm Discharge – Animal 

 Firearm Discharge – Suicide 

 Firearm Discharge – Unintentional  

 First Amendment 

 Improper Search and Seizure – Fourth Amendment Violation 

 Incidents in Lockup 

 Motor Vehicle Incidents 

 OC Spray Discharge 

 Search Warrants 

 Sexual Misconduct 

 Taser Discharge 

 Unlawful Denial of Access to Counsel 

 Unnecessary Display of a Weapon 

 Use of Deadly Force – other  

 Verbal Abuse 

 Other Investigation  


