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Mayor 3510 S. Michigan Avenue • Chicago, Illinois 60653 Superintendent of Police 

August 8, 2024 

Andrea Kersten 
Chief Administrator 
Civilian Office of Police Accountability (COPA) 
1615 W. Chicago Ave., 4th Floor 

Re: Superintendent's Non-Concurrence with COPA's Findings and Penalties 
Log# 2019-0003132 
Officer George Georgopoulos 
Officer Fazan Khan 

Dear Chief Administrator Kersten: 

After a careful review of the above referenced complaint log number, the Chicago Police 
Department (Department) does not concur with the recommended findings, nor with the penalty 
recommendations, as they pertain to Officer George Georgopoulos, Star No. 19513 and Officer Fazan 
Khan, Star No. 11553. Pursuant to the Municipal Code of Chicago, the Department provides the 
following comments: 

The COPA investigation recommended a 15-day suspension for Officer George Georgopoulos 
(Officer Georgopoulos) after concluding that he: 

1. Pushed on or about December 3, 2017. 
2. Grabbed by the neck on or about December 3, 2017. 
3. Called a derogatory name such as, but not limited to "bitch" and 

used profane such as "Fuck off, "Fuck you, and "Go fuck yourself." 

The COPA investigation recommended a 5-10-day suspension for Officer Fazan Khan (Officer 
Khan) after concluding that he: 

1. Responded to a domestic violence incident in an unprofessional manner and stated words 
to the effect of: "It's making me think she's kind of making it up," and/or "Get that through 
your head," and/or "I don't know if that happened or not, I don't see any visible marks," 
and/or "So if he's beating the fuck out of you," and/or "You're supposed to call the police 
right away." 

After reviewing the associated videos, the Department disagrees with all of COPA's sustained 
allegations against Officer Georgopoulos. The Department disagrees that Officer Georgopoulos 
grabbed (Ms. by the neck and pushed her on or about December 3, 2017. 

It is important to note, that COPA interviewed Ms. on September 09, 2019. However, 
COPA delays Officer Georgopoulos' interview until February 08, 2024. The interviews are scheduled 
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1,613 days apart from each other and 1,644 days from when COPA was notified. 

Ms. states during her COPA interview that "It wasn't at the hospital. There was another 
time that I went to the hospital that was one of my arms as well." Attachment #23 at pg. 18. Ms.  
continues to say "I think that it was twice when it was my arm." Attachment #23 at pq. 18. However, 
when asked if she went to a hospital at any point, Ms. answers "yes, one time. [...] Because when 
I got there, I was bleeding here because he had thrown me in the basement." Attachment #23 at pa. 
17. However, during Officer Georgopoulos' interview he states in Ms. order of protection petition 
she alleges "and punched my arm." Attachment # 45 at pg. 32. Ms. allegations on how she 
received her injuries are inconsistent throughout the investigative file. The photos depicting Ms.  
arm injury should be time stamped to validate her account of events. Attachment #42. There is no 
indication and way to verify the  hospital bill and the injury photos are a related 
incident. COPA fails to establish this. Moreover, the investigative file does not include Ms.  
medical records for the December 3, 2017 hospital visit. Lastly, COPA makes no attempt to interview 
any of the medical staff at the hospital to help corroborate Ms. allegations. 

During Officer Georgopoulos COPA interview, he denies ever grabbing Ms. by the neck 
or pushing her. Attachment #45. COPA asks Officer Georgopoulos "you don't remember seeing her 
injuries?" Attachment #45 at pg. 41. To which Officer Georgopoulos responds "No." Attachment #45 at 
pg. 41. In addition, COPA asks Officer Georgopoulos " So [Ms. alleged that on or about 
December 3, 2017 that you pushed her" and "the second allegation is that [Ms. alleged on or 
around December 3,2017 that you grabbed her by the neck. Attachment #45 at pg. 66. Officer 
Georgopoulos responds to both allegations "I did not." Attachment #45 at pg. 66. Officer Georgopoulos 
is fully aware that his COPA interview would have the status of an official department report and Officer 
Georgopoulos provided credible accounts of the incident to COPA. Attachment #45. Any intentional 
falsification of his answer would constitute a direct violation of departmental rules and regulations; that 
would result in a violation of Rule 14, and the possibility of separation. In addition, Officer Georgopoulos 
documents his situation with Ms. by addressing a to-from report to his command staff in order to 
document the events that have transpired with Ms. Attachment #44. Officer Georgopoulos 
explains in his to from stating "said girlfriend has threatened to report false allegations of abuse to the 
Chicago Police Department with the intent to adversely effect R/O's employment as retaliation for 
breaking up with her." Attachment #44. For all the listed reasons, the Department does not agree with 
allegation one and two as it pertains to Officer Georgopoulos and recommends a finding of not 
sustained. 

Regarding allegation three, Officer Georgopoulos was recorded in his home, while in a verbal 
argument with his romantic partner. The Department does not believe Officer Georgopoulos' argument 
with Ms. in the privacy of their home, rises to the level of a Rule 8 violation. The argument was 
a family matter. It did not involve or relate to his police duties. COPA's jurisdiction does not extend to 
judging a member's romantic relationship philosophy. The use of profane words by an off-duty member 
during a conversation in a member's private home or vehicle is a matter of personal choice and not 
police misconduct. For the foregoing reasons, the Department does not concur with allegation three 
and recommends a finding of exonerated. 

In addition, the Department disagrees with allegation one as it pertains to Officer Khan and 
recommends a finding of exonerated. Officer Khan's attempts to assure the caller that it is safe to call 
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911 and wanted Ms. to understand the police are there to help. During Officer Khan's COPA 
interview he states "I was just thinking out loud" to determine what actually happened. Attachment #50 
at pq. 36. Officer Khan can be seen trying to work through the barrier between himself and 
Ms. Attachment #19. Not immediately believing everything a person is saying is not disrespectful 
or unprofessional toward a person. It is simply conducting a preliminary investigation. Officer Khan's 
comments such as "It's just making me think she's kind of making it up" and "I don't know if that 
happened or not" indicate that he wanted to gather more information to determine whether a crime had 
occurred. Attachment #54 at pg. 6. And Officer Khan did find out more. Officer Khan's investigation is 
consistent with the current general order, and presumably versions in effect five years ago, pertaining 
to preliminary investigations, that instructs Officer to "determine if there is reasonable belief that a crime 
has been or is being committed." G04-01 (IV. A. 2). Again, the Department wants to note that COPA 
interviewed Ms. on September 09, 2019. However, COPA delays Officer Khan's interview until 
July 28, 2021. The interviews are scheduled 668 days apart from each other and 719 days from when 
COPA was notified. For all the foregoing reasons, the Department does not agree with allegation one 
for Officer Khan. 

Most importantly, each piece of evidence reviewed by COPA: BWC footage; detective 
supplemental reports; and police reports, were easily accessible without delay. COPA scheduled only 
four interviews: Ms. Sergeant Lopez, Officer Georgopoulos, and Khan. Nothing presented in this 
file suggest there was a reasonable cause or valid reason for the delay. However, a total of 1750 days 
passed from the date COPA was notified by Sergeant Guzman to the day COPA signed the Summary 
Report and transferred the investigation to CPD to facilitate CCR: from August 09, 2019 to May 24, 
2024. 

The Consent Decree requires that "the City will ensure that COPA reaches its investigative 
findings and recommendations within 180 days of the initiation of the investigation." Consent Decree 
pq. 137 line 470.  Fundamentally, this standard simply ensures fairness to all involved parties. As the 
COPA investigation was not timely, it therefore violated the Just Cause standard of the Agreement 
between the Fraternal Order of Police, Chicago Lodge No. 7, and the City of Chicago, Article 8 -
Employee Security, Section 8.1: "No Officer covered by this Agreement shall be suspended, relieved 
from duty or otherwise disciplined in any manner without just cause." Had COPA required an extension, 
it would have had to provide a written report approved by the Chief Administrator explaining the 
necessity of the extension; the file includes no such report. 

The Department looks forward to discussing this matter with you pursuant to MCC-2-78-
130(a)(iii). 

Sincerely, 

Larry Snelling 
Superintendent of Police 
Chicago Police Department 
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