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October 15, 2025 

Lakenya White 
Interim Chief Administrator 
Civilian Office of Police Accountability (COPA) 
1615 W. Chicago Ave., 4th Floor 
Chicago, Illinois 60622 

Re: Superintendent's Nonconcurrence with COPA's Findings and Penalty 
Recommendations 
Complaint Log. 2024-0007334 
Officer Matthew Spreyne Star #9515 

Dear Interim Chief Administrator White: 

After a careful review of the above referenced complaint log number, the Chicago Police Department 
(Department) does not concur with the recommended sustained findings nor with the penalty 
recommendations, as it pertains to Officer Matthew Spreyne, Star No. 9515. Pursuant to the Municipal 
Code of Chicago, the Department provides the following comments: 

The COPA investigation recommended a suspension of 1-29 days for Officer Matthew Spreyne after 
concluding that he: 

1. Placed hands around neck area without justification. 
2. Made contact with the neck area of  

The Department does not concur with allegation #1 and #2 for Officer Spreyne. The video evidence 
shows Officer Spreyne grabbing jaw to redirect him away from head-butting Officer Spreyne. 
Attachment #2 at 13:02. Officer Spreyne states in his TRR "[I] used my hands to attempt to grab the 
arrestees face/jaw and redirect it away from me. As I grabbed hold of the arrestees jaw my hand slid 
off the arrestees jaw onto his neck area due to the arrestee being covered in sweat and continuing to 
push his head towards me." Attachment #21. 

The Department wants to reiterate that there is no Department policy, which prohibits the unintentional 
contact with a person's neck area. Here, Officer Spreyne's contact with neck area was 
unintentional and brief. Lastly, the contact in no way affected breathing or airway. For the 
foregoing reasons, the Department recommends a finding of Unfounded for allegation #1 and #2. 
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The Department looks forward to discussing this matter with you pursuant to MCC-2-78-130(a)(iii). 

Sincerely, 

Larry B. Snelling 
Superintendent of Police 
Chicago Police Department 
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