
Brandon Johnson Department of Police • City of Chicago Larry B. Snelling 
Mayor 3510 S. Michigan Avenue • Chicago, Illinois 60653 Superintendent 

February 24, 2025 

Andrea Kersten 
Chief Administrator 
Civilian Office of Police Accountability (COPA) 
1615 West Chicago Avenue, 4th Floor 
Chicago, Illinois 60622 

Re: Superintendent's Non-Concurrence with Findings and with Penalty Recommendation 
Complaint Log No. 2024-0005739 
Officer Lawrence Malang # 7369 

Dear Chief Administrator Kersten: 

After a careful review of the above referenced complaint log number investigation, the Chicago Police 
Department (Department) does not concur with the recommended sustained findings nor with the 
penalty recommendation as they pertain to Officer Lawrence Malang. Pursuant to the Municipal 
Code of Chicago, the Department provides the following comments. 

The COPA investigation recommended a penalty of a 30-90 day suspension for Officer Malang after 
concluding that he: 

1. Used excessive force by placing his hands on neck and pushed him into a 
wall; 

2. Before entering a holding cell, while escorting failed to properly secure his 
firearm. 

Regarding Allegation #1, the Department does not concur with the recommended sustained finding 
and recommends an alternate finding of Unfounded. 

In response to resistance and attempt to rise to his feet, Officer Malang placed his left 
knee on top of right leg to prevent him from standing again. then asked if he 
could speak with his brother, the other male in custody, so he can advise him to "be cool". Officer 
Malang replied, "he'll be cool" at which time stared at Malang and stated, "get your mother 
fuckin' hands" prompting P.O. Malang to move Mr. face away from his. At 2:52 of F.T.O. 
Murillo's BWC, it does appear that Mr. attempts to bite Officer Malang's left hand which was 
bracing his face against the wall. 

While the BWC and video evidence does confirm that Officer Malang did hold or make contact with 
by the neck for approximately four seconds and momentarily restrains him against a wall in 

the processing room, he did so due to the fact that he lost his balance and was attempting to regain 
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his footing while simultaneously keeping under control. Further, neither placing his hand on 
neck or pushing him against a wall are necessarily prohibited by the Department. 

At 2:55 of F.T.O. Murillo's BWC, P.O. Malang attempts to rise but loses his balance, falling towards 
his back, and grabs by the upper chest, neck, and t-shirt collar while struggling to regain his 
previous position with his knee on leg. It takes approximately four seconds for P.O. 
Malang to regain his balance, at which time F.T.O. Murillo suggests handcuffing to the wall. 
Officer Malang slides further back on the bench and was secured to a fixed post.  
did not appear to have suffered any discernable injury from the interaction. Although in his later 
statement, stated that his neck had red marks on it after the incident, these red marks were 
not apparent from BWC footage or supported by any other documentation. 

Regarding Allegation #2, the Department also does not concur with the recommended sustained 
finding and recommends an alternate finding of Exonerated. The COPA Summary states "Per S06-
01-02, officers are to secure their firearms before entering a holding cell with a detainee." SRI at page 
5. However, the actual wording of the directive is "All Sworn Department members secure their 
firearms in a gun locker before entering a processing area if the processing area and detention facility 
are adjoining." The Directive goes on to state that "if the processing area is no adjoining the detention 
facility, maintain the security of their firearm by keeping it in a holster while processing an arrestee 
and then securing their firearm before entering the detention facility. S06-01-02-111-A-2. 

The 17th District police facility does not have an operational detention facility. The room in which 
Officer Malang put into is a processing room. Even though the district facility does have 
gun lockers available outside of the processing rooms and it is good practice to secure weapons 
there, Officer Malang was in compliance with the policy when he maintained his firearm in his holster. 

On behalf of Superintendent Larry B. Snelling, the Department looks forward to discussing this matter 
with you pursuant to MCC 2-78-130(a)(iii). 

Sincerely, 

Lieutenant Robert A. Flores 
Department Advocate 
Bureau of Internal Affairs 
Chicago Police Department 


