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January 07, 2026 

Lakenya White 
Interim Chief Administrator 
Civilian Office of Police Accountability (COPA) 
1615 W. Chicago Ave., 4th Floor 
Chicago, Illinois 60622 

Re: Superintendent's Partial Concurrence with COPA's Findings and Partial Concurrence 
with Penalty Recommendation 
Complaint Log. 2024-0003552 
Sergeant Kerry Ferrantella #964 
Officer Colleen Gardner #6115 

Dear Interim Chief Administrator White: 

After a careful review of the above referenced complaint log number, the Chicago Police Department 
(Department) partially concurs with the recommended sustained findings and partially concurs with the 
penalty recommendations, as they pertain to Sergeant Kerry Ferrantella Star No. 964 and Officer 
Colleen Gardner, Star No. 6115. Pursuant to the Municipal Code of Chicago, the Department provides 
the following comments: 

The COPA investigation recommended a suspension of 1-29 days for Sergeant Kerry Ferrantella 
after concluding that he: 

1. Arresting  without justification. 
2. Searching  vehicle without justification. 
3. Failing to complete a Traffic Stop Statistical Study Driver Information Card documenting 

the traffic stop of . 
4. Failing to complete an Investigatory Stop Report documenting the interaction with  

. 

The COPA investigation recommended a suspension of 1-29 days for Officer Colleen Gardner after 
concluding that she: 

1. Arresting  without justification. 
2. Failing to complete a Traffic Stop Statistical Study Driver Information Card documenting 

the traffic stop of . 
3. Failing to complete an Investigatory Stop Report documenting the interaction with  

. 
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The Department concurs with allegation one, two, and three for Sergeant Ferrantella. The Department 
also concurs with allegation one and two for Officer Gardner. 

However, the Department does not concur with allegation #4 for Sergeant Ferrantella and allegation 
#3 for Officer Gardner. During his COPA interview, Sergeant Ferrantella explained, "an ISR was not 
completed for  because he was placed under arrest, and the report would have been redundant 
and unnecessary." Attachment #16 at oq. 24. Sergeant Ferrantella did complete an ISR for  
and provided the corresponding ISR receipt. 

Had Sergeant Ferrantella, believed an ISR for  was required under the circumstances, it is 
reasonable to conclude that he and Officer Gardner would have complied with the applicable reporting 
requirements. Because the Department is concurring with allegation one concerning the lawfulness of 
the arrest itself, sustaining the related ISR allegation would effectively penalize the Officers twice for 
the same underlying conduct. 

Accordingly, the Department recommends a finding of Exonerated for allegation #4 for Sergeant 
Ferrantella and allegation #3 for Officer Gardner. 

The Department agrees to impose a 2-day suspension for Sergeant Ferrantella. However, the 
Department believes a Reprimand for Officer Gardner is a more appropriate disciplinary action. In 
addition, both members will receive warrantless vehicle searches, investigatory stop system, and Illinois 
traffic and pedestrian stop statistical study training. 

The Department looks forward to discussing this matter with you pursuant to MCC-2-78-130(a)(iii). 

Sincerely, 

Larry B. Snelling 
Superintendent of Police 
Chicago Police Department 
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