
Brandon Johnson Department of Police • City of Chicago Larry B. Snelling 
Mayor 3510 S. Michigan Avenue • Chicago, Illinois 60653 Superintendent 

January 13, 2024 

Andrea Kersten 
Chief Administrator 
Civilian Office of Police Accountability (COPA) 
1615 West Chicago Avenue, 4th Floor 
Chicago, Illinois 60622 

Re: Superintendent's Non-Concurrence with Findings and with Penalty Recommendations 
Complaint Log No. 2024-0003161 
Officer Erick Sandoval #5097 

Dear Chief Administrator Kersten: 

After a careful review of the above referenced complaint log number investigation, the Chicago Police 
Department (Department) does not concur with the recommended findings nor with the penalty 
recommendation as they pertain to Officer Erick Sandoval # 5097. Pursuant to the Municipal Code of 
Chicago, the Department provides the following comments. 

The COPA investigation recommended a penalty of up to 60 days and Training regarding Taser 
usage and Use of Force for Officer Sandoval after concluding that he: 

1. Discharged a taser in succession without giving   a chance to comply between 
discharges without justification. 

The Department does not concur with the recommended sustained finding and recommends an 
alternate finding of Not Sustained. The Taser Download Report shows Officer Sandoval deployed 
both cartridges, each for four second cycles, at the same time; however, the BWC video evidence 
shows the cycle lasted a total of four seconds, not eight. The BWC video also shows was 
administered just one cycle. There is no evidence to suggest that Mr. experienced the effect of 
two cycles due to the second discharge. P.O. Sandoval does not dispute he deployed two cartridges 
in succession and explained that he deployed the second cartridge due to the fact that Mr.  
was wearing multiple sets of clothing and wasn't sure if the prongs would penetrate. It is also possible 
that the second discharge was due to the stress experienced by the officer at the time, in which case, 
training would be a more appropriate remedial action. 

Further, COPA does state that Officer Sandoval demonstrated a lack of basic knowledge of the 
directive regarding Taser use. Given this conclusion, training would be a more appropriate action to 
take for Officer Sandoval. As such, the Department recommends retraining on the Taser Use policy, 
specifically actual use of the taser. 
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The Department looks forward to discussing this matter with you pursuant to MCC 2-78-130(a)(iii). 

Sincerely, 

Larry B. Snelling 
Superintendent 
Chicago Police Department 


