Brandon Johnson Department of Police - City of Chicago Larry B. Snelling
Mayor 3510 S. Michigan Avenue + Chicago, Illinois 60653 Superintendent

September 11, 2025

Lakenya White

Interim Chief Administrator

Civilian Office of Police Accountability (COPA)
1615 West Chicago Avenue, 4th Floor
Chicago, lllinois 60622

Re: Superintendent's Concurrence with Findings and with Penalty Recommendation
Complaint Log No. 2023-0005498
Officer Gabriel Bikoma # 17897
Officer Rafid Ifraz # 16510

Dear Interim Chief Administrator White:

After a careful review of the above referenced complaint log number investigation, the Chicago Police
Department (Department) concurs with the recommended sustained findings and with the penalty
recommendations as they pertain to Officer Gabriel Bikoma # 178978 and Officer Rafid Ifraz # 16510.

The COPA investigation recommended a penalty of a 1 to 29-day suspension with retraining on use
of force and BWC policies, especially as they pertain to large first amendment assemblies for Officer
Bikoma after concluding that he:

1. Utilized excessive force in that he shoved, pushed and/or knocked a legal observer to the ground;
2. Failed to activate his body worn camera.

The COPA investigation also recommended a penalty of a 1 to 29-day suspension with retraining on
use of force and BWC policies, especially as they pertain to large first amendment assemblies for
Officer Ifraz after concluding that he:

1. Utilized excessive force in that he shoved, pulled and/or knocked |l Il to the ground;

2. Failed to activate his body worn camera in a timely manner.

As the Department concurs with the recommended findings, the Department will implement,
consistent with the penalty recommendation, a ten (10) day suspension for Officer Bikoma and a
three (3) day suspension for Officer Ifraz, along with additional training on Use of Force and BWC
policies.

The Department notes that the officers were in a high stress and volatile situation during this protest
assignment. However, they must rely on their training and show professionalism throughout the
performance of their duties. The Department also notes that the history of both members concerning
violations of the Department's body worn camera policy and procedures was the basis of two of the
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suspension days imposed on Officer Ifraz and was the basis of five of the suspension days imposed
on Officer Bikoma. Further, the Department considered the push of the legal observer by Officer
Bikoma as more egregious than the push of the individual by Officer Ifrez. Officer Ifrez' push occurred
during the middle of a scuffle while Officer Bikoma's push seemed to be more reactive and
intentional.

Sincerely,

Lt. Robert A. Flores
Department Advocate
Bureau of Internal Affairs



