CIVILIAN OFFICE OF POLICE ACCOUNTABILITY LOG#2020-0001996

SUMMARY REPORT OF INVESTIGATION

l. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Date of Incident: May 26, 2020.

Time of Incident: 1:30 A.M.

Location of Incident: 7200 S. Talman Avenue, Chicago, IL 60629.
Date of COPA Notification: May 26, 2020.

Time of COPA Notification: 11:40 A.M.

COPA became aware of this incident from | lN I (I B other) on
May 26, 2020. She stated that at 7200 S. Talman Avenue, ||} I fricnd sustained a
gunshot wound to the chest, and multiple police officers arrived on the scene. During the incident,
police officers ran after | the officers took him down to the ground. | said the
officers “beat him up.” | was arrested, and | believed he had a seizure during this
incident. She took a video of what occurred after the incident.

I | (cocs that I /2s arrested without justification, taken down

to the ground without justification, and he was “beat up” by the officers without justification.

. INVOLVED PARTIES
Involved Officer #1: Bradley Bullington, Star #8684, Employee 1D# I
Date of Appointment 4/25/2016, Rank: PO, Unit of
Assignment: 008, DOB: 1993, Gender: Male, Race:
White.

Involved Officer #2: Trent Larson, Star #17480, Employee ID#]Jlll Date of
Appointment: 10/29/2018, Rank: PO, Unit of Assignment:
008, DOB: 1992, Gender: Male, Race: Native
Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander.

Involved Officer #3: Rakan Alawawda, Star #7873, Employee ID #Jll]l Date
of Appointment: 8/16/2017, Rank: PO, Unit of Assignment:
008, DOB: 1989, Gender: Male, Race: White.

Jermaine Evans, Star# 13843, Employee ID #|Jll]l Date
Involved Officer #4: of Appointment: 2/16/2017, Rank: PO, Unit of Assignment:
008, DOB: 1988, Gender: Male, Race: Black.
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Involved Officer #5:

Involved Individual #1:

Involved Individual #2:

Antonio Phillips, Star #16006, Employee 1D# ] Date
of Appointment: 9/25/2005, Rank: PO, Unit of Assignment:
008, DOB: /1980, Gender: Male, Race: Black.

I B OOB: 1967, Gender: Female, Race:

I11.  ALLEGATIONS

Officer

Black.
I B DOB: 1990, Gender: Male, Race:
Black.

Allegation Finding

Officer Bullington

It is alleged that on May 26, 2020, at approximately
1:30 A.M., at or near 7200 S. Talman Avenue,
Chicago, IL 60629. Officer Bullington committed
misconduct by;

1. failing to report the use of excessive force used Not

on I Sustained.
2. not providing medical attention to | Not
It the scene of the incident. Sustained.

Officer Larson

It is alleged that on May 26, 2020, at approximately
1:30 A.M., at or near 7200 S. Talman Avenue,
Chicago, IL 60629. Officer Larson committed
misconduct by;

1. failing to report the use of excessive force used Not

on I Sustained.

Officer Alawawda

It is alleged that on May 26, 2020, at approximately
1:30 A.M., at or near 7200 S. Talman Avenue,
Chicago, IL 60629. Officer Alawawda committed
misconduct by;

1. failing to report the use of excessive force used Not

on I Sustained.

Officer Evans
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It is alleged that on May 26, 2020, at approximately
1:30 A.M., at or near 7200 S. Talman Avenue,
Chicago, IL 60629. Officer Evans committed
misconduct by;

Not
1. failing to report the use of excessive force used Sustained.
on I
2. not providing medical attention to | Not
It the scene of the incident. Sustained.
3. terminating his BWC early in violation of S03- Not
14. Sustained.

Officer Phillips

It is alleged that on May 26, 2020, at approximately
1:30 A.M., at or near 7200 S. Talman Avenue,
Chicago, IL 60629. Officer Phillips committed
misconduct by;
1. forcefully striking | NN ith his foot | Sustained
multiple times on or about his head without
justification.
2. disrespecting IOy stating words to | Sustained
the effect of, “Shut up bitch.”
3. not providing medical attention to | Not
I the scene of the incident. Sustained
4. failing to document the use of excessive force Sustained
used on NG
5. failed to activate his BWC in violation of S03- Sustained
14.

IV. APPLICABLE RULES AND LAWS

Rules

1. Rule 2: Any action or conduct which impedes the Department’s efforts to achieve its policy
and goals or brings discredit upon the Department.

2. Rule 5: Failure to perform any duty.
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3. Rule 8: Disrespect to or maltreatment of any person while on or off duty.

4. Rule 9: Engaging in any unjustified verbal or physical altercation with any person while on
or off duty.

5. Rule 22: Failure to report to the Department any violation of Rules and Regulations or any
other improper conduct which is contrary to the policy, orders, or directives of the Department.

General Orders

1.G03-02: De-Escalation, Response to Resistance, and Use of Force.

2.G03-02-02: Incidents Requiring the Completion of a Tactical Response Report.

Special Orders

1.503-14: Body-Worn Camera.

V. INVESTIGATION
a. Interviews
COPA made several attempts to contact | hich were to no avail.

During the investigation, COPA talked with | SIS e did not see the actual
event but captured the incident on her phone. 2

In his audio-recorded statement with COPA on May 24, 2022, Officer Phillips® stated he
observed | llin the crowd, shouting something to the effect of “I’ll fuck you up. I’ll beat
your ass and take your gun. I’ll take your badge off; I'll fuck you up.”* During this time, | R
spat on an officer and ran. | lfled on foot, and Officer Phillips and the other officers pursued
him. Officer Phillips and the assisting officer apprehended | lllllnear a fence that fell to the
ground. While | vas on the ground, he resisted, flailed his arms, and disobeyed orders to
put his hands behind his back. Once | vas placed in custody, he was transported to the
008" District Police Station.

Officer Phillips viewed Officer Egan’s BWC of the incident and indicated, “I see me
throwing kicks, but I don’t see, I don’t, can’t tell if I'm kicking an officer or [ llll"° He
responded again, “He’s an assailant that committed an aggravated battery by, by spitting on a PO,
and he’s resisting arrest. So, I don’t know, like I said, I don’t even recall this. I can’t say exactly if
I’'m making contact with an officer because there’s officers all around him.”® Officer Phillips

! See notes in CMS and attachment #5.

2 See notes in CMS and attachment #1.

3 Attachment #70 and Interview transcripts attachment #78.
4 Attachment #78, page #15, lines 12-14.

5 Attachment #78, page 36, lines 8-11.

5 Attachment #78, page 36 and 37, lines 21-24 and 1-2.
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admitted to saying, “Shut up bitch” to | BlllOfficer Phillips was asked, since he acknowledged
saying, “Shut up bitch” to |2t the same time he was making a kicking motion towards
I vould the kicks have been towards [Jllillas Well. Officer Phillips’ responded, “Yes.”’
Officer Phillips further stated, “He’s an assailant, he’s an active resister at this point. He’s refusing
orders to put his hands behind his back. He’s pulling away from officers, stiffening his body, you
know, doing whatever he can to resist an arrest.”®

Officer Phillips mentioned that | lllas an assailant when he spat at the officers. He
further stated that when | llvas on the ground, he could have been both an active resister
and an assailant. Officer Phillips explained that he believed | lllMay have still been spitting
at the officers, but was not certain. Officer Phillips was not aware | ilifoecame unconscious
during this incident. He explained that his BWC was not on because everything happened quickly,
and he should have activated it.

In his audio-recorded statement with COPA on April 28, 2022, Officer Bullington® stated
he was dispatched to a person shot at 7200 S. Talman Avenue. When he arrived, a few officers
and a large group of bystanders were present. The large group of people became irate, especially
an individual who is now known as | lllHc described | :ctions as aggressive,
pushing officers, yelling profanities, and trying to get closer to the individual who sustained a
gunshot wound. |eVentually went into a nearby house. | lllreturned to the scene
acting irate. |l spat towards Officer Evans and fled on foot. The officers ran after | N
and apprehended him near a fence. The momentum of | llland the officers made the fence
fall to the ground. | vas lying on top of the fence and was placed in handcuffs. Officer
Bullington described |2s an active resister, stating, “He was an active resister by not
wanting to give up his left hand, stiffening and trying to roll on the ground and not allowing
handcuffs to be placed on him.”

The officers transported [Jllllllto the 008" district police station for processing. Officer
Bullington momentarily observed | IYing on the floor in one of the holding cells in the
district. Officer Bullington later found out | llllas transported to Holy Cross. During the
interview, Officer Bullington viewed Officer Egan’s BWC and identified Officer Dzierzkowski,
Officer Evans, Officer Powers, Sgt. Keneally and Officer Phillips. Officer Phillips was the officer
he identified as the kicking officer. Based on the video, Officer Bullington said Officer Phillips
kicked three times toward | lvhile he was on the ground. Officer Bullington did not observe
the contact between Officer Phillips and [ llat the time of the incident, because he placed
handcuffs on O fficer Bullington indicated that Officer Phillips’ actions did not appear
to be an approved use of force technique.

In the audio-recorded statement with COPA on May 10, 2022, Officer Larson®® stated
substantially the same as Officer Bullington but added that | ll|vvas on top of the fence when
he attempted to handcuff him. He said | lll\vas stiffening his body and arms to defeat arrest.
As I <sisted arrest, an officer fell on top of him, and they all assisted in placing handcuffs

7 Attachment #78, page 38, line 3.

8 Attachment #78, page 39, lines 7-13.

9 Attachment #58 and interview transcripts attachment #75.

10 Attachments #63, 64 and interview transcripts attachment #76.
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on I COfficer Larson stated the scene was chaotic, and everything happened quickly.
Officer Larson observed |having his eyes closed but never knew he was unconscious
during this incident. [Jllllwas transferred to the 008™ District Police Station because calling
for an ambulance there was unsafe. While showing Officer Egan’s BWC, he could not identify the
kicking officer but assumed the forward leg motion was towards | llwhile he was an active
resister. While the officer was kicking toward | O fficer Larson observed himself kneeling
by IIIEEad facing away from the officer.

In the audio-recorded statement with COPA on May 10, 2022, Officer Alawawda?! stated
substantially the same as Officer Bullington but detailed his actions in detaining | llito assist
in handcuffing him. After | llllwvas handcuffed, Officer Alawawda said that while | R
was on the ground, he shook him and said, “Are you okay?”*2 He shook him again, and |l
sat up. Officer Alawawda explained he did not know if he had anxiety or why he was not saying
anything. When reviewing Officer Egan’s BWC, Officer Alawawda identified the same
individuals as Officer Bullington. Officer Alawawda identified himself as not facing Officer
Phillips but assisting in handcuffing | lllwhich is why he did not observe Officer Phillips

kick I

In the audio-recoded statement with COPA on May 24, 2022, Officer Evans®® related, in
essence, the same as Officer Phillips. After |llllvas detained, Officer Evans said, “He
appeared to be a little dazed.”** Officer Evans did not know if | lllwas ever unconscious at
any moment. Officer Evans explained it appears from Officer Egan’s BWC that Officer Phillips
swung his leg three times toward something, but it was unclear to him. Officer Evans classified
s an assailant because he resisted arrest. [ lllassaulted Officer Evans by spitting on
him and threatening him multiple times. He elaborated, “I mean, he could have grabbed it (The
ASP), you know, hypothetically. I might want to, like, say, you know, he didn’t, but it could have
could have happened, you know.”* Officer Evans also clarified what an assailant was “Using
threatening use of force without a weapon, actions likely to cause physical injury. We don’t have
him in custody yet. He’s actively resisting us. He’s actively flailing his arms. He’s actively trying
to overcome the arrest. We have weapons on the ground that can be used against us. He’s actively
non-compliant. That, to me, is an assailant.”*® Since Officer Evans described [llllas being an
assailant, the leg strikes Officer Phillips conducted toward | lllwwould have been an approved
use of force technique, in his opinion. Officer Evans also mentioned when his BWC turned off, he
did not realize it was deactivated until he was at the district.

b. Digital Evidence

Officer Alawawda’s body-worn camera (BWC)!’ depicts a black male in a white shirt
in front of Officer Alawawda. Officer Alawawda walks towards multiple officers and a group of

11 Attachment #66 and Interview transcripts attachment #77.
12 Attachment #77, page 18, line 17.

13 Attachment #73 and Interview transcripts attachment #79.
14 Attachment #79, pages 19, lines 4-22.

15 Attachment #79, page 34, lines 17-20.

16 Attachment #79, pages 36-37, lines 16-22.

17 Attachment #13.
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people. The male in white appears to be yelling at officers. A black male in a pink shirt, known as
I pears to be yelling at the officers. | runs, and the officers run after him.
I Uns into a fence, and the fence falls. | lllis seen lying on the fence, and multiple
officers are on top of him, trying to place him in custody. [ lllillsays, “I didn’t even spit.”® An
officer responds, “Yeah, you did, I fucking watched you.”*® A police officer, now known as Officer
Phillips, is heard saying, “Bitch, shut up bitch, shut up.”?’ Officer Alawawda assisted in placing
I " handcuffs. Officer Alawawda shines a light toward |l outs his hand on his
shoulder, and says, “You alright.”?* | lllllleyes open, and the officers move him to a seated
position. Ete!s the officers, “Bro, | had a seizure, bro.”?? Officer Alawawda walks towards
the group of people. |falls to his side and is placed against a fence. Officer Alawawda tells
the group of people to step back. The officers carry | iliito the CPD vehicle.

Officer Evans’ BWC?® shows substantially the same as Officer Alawawda’s BWC, but
B2 ys, 1’11 fuck your daughter and you up.”?* | Ellwalks towards the officers and
says, “You’re a bitch Phillips.”?The officers tell the group of people to back up. While |
is on the ground, one officer says, “You motherfucker, you spit.”?* | illlresponds, “I didn’t
even fuckin spit.”?’ His BWC deactivates.

Officer Egan’s BWC? depicts substantially the same as Officer Alawawda’s BWC but
includes Officer Phillips moving his leg back and forward in a kicking motion towards | N
upper body area three times. Prior to kicking Freemen, Officer Phillips can be heard saying, “Turn
those cameras off. Watch out. Where his face at?”?° Then, as he is moving in a kicking motion, he
says, “Shut up bitch, shut up bitch.”® Officer Phillips stops and walks away. | Eis lying on
the fence with handcuffs, and his eyes are closed. An officer says, “You alright?’3* while putting
his hand on | shoulder. After a minute, |llllllopens his eyes, and the officers move
him to a seated position. | llifalls to the ground, and the officers move him toward the other
side of the fence.

Officer Bullington’s BWC?2 depicts the same as Officer Egan’s and Officer Evans’ BWC.
Officer Bullington helps handcuff | lllland walks away from the group of people towards the
CPD vehicles.

18 Attachment #13 at 1:30.
1% Attachment #13 at 1:34.
20 Attachment #13 at 1:42.
21 Attachment #13 at 2:32.
22 Attachment #13 at 3:00.
23 Attachment #11.

24 Attachment #11 at 2:05.
25 Attachment #11 at 3:14.
26 Attachment #11 at 3:57.
27 Attachment #11 at 4:07.
28 Attachment #41.

2% Attachment #41 at 2:58.
30 Attachment #41 at 3:03.
31 Attachment #41 at 3:52.
32 Attachment #12.
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Officer Larson’s BWC?® depicts the same as Officer Alawawda’s, Officer Egan’s, and
Officer Bullington’s BWC.

Officer Phillips failed to activate his BWC during this incident.3

The third-party cell phone videos from | < icts [Iscated while
handcuffed on the ground and falling to his right side.®*® While on the ground and handcuffed,

officers move him toward the fence, and |, and falls over to his side.®® The officers tell the
group of people to step back while [ lllilllis on the ground.®’ s heard saying,
“| got all of that, you busted that boy’s head open.”® She continues, “They just tackled this man
and made him have a seizure.”3® The officers tell the crowd to get back. [ RS ates,
“Now they are taking him into a CPD car instead of an ambulance after he just had a seizure.”*°
I alks from the CPD vehicle into the district.*

c. Documentary Evidence

The Arrest report of [N IEEE® details he was irate and yelling profanities at the
officers. s at towards Officer Evans and fled on foot. The officers ran after him, and they
conducted an emergency takedown. The momentum of the takedown led to a fence breaking and
falling to the ground. The officers used control techniques to gain compliance with |
I s handcuffed and brought to the 008th District, where an ambulance was called.

The Case Report #JD242982* of | <tails that officers were called to 7200
S. Talman Avenue for a person being shot. | llllmoved his legs up and down, to avoid being
handcuffed. The officers used control techniques to get | lllllin handcuffs and under arrest.
Once handcuffs were placed on him, he was brought to the 008 District and then to Holy Cross
Hospital.

The Tactical Response Report (TRR),* completed by Officer Bullington, is related the
same as the Case Report. Officer Bullington’s TRR is in compliance with Department Rules and
Regulations.

The TRR* completed by Officer Larson related, in essence, the same details as Officer
Bullington’s TRR details and added that |l as antagonizing officers saying, “I’1l beat your

33 Attachment #48.
34 Attachment #69.
35 Attachment #23.
36 Attachment #24.
37 Attachment #28.
38 Attachment #27 at 0:20.
39 Attachment #30 at 0:03.
40 Attachment #30 at 0:30.
41 Attachment #25.
42 Attachment #10.
43 Attachment #15.
4 Attachment #14.
4 Attachment #52.
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ass and fuck you.” Officer Larson conducted emergency handcuffing on | EEBlOfficer
Larson’s TRR complies with Department Rules and Regulations.

The TRR*® completed by Officer Alawawda related the same as Officer Larson’s TRR and
the Case Report but detailed the officer’s momentum made them fall on the fence and fall to the
ground. While on the ground, | lllbcoan to stiffen his arms, and the officers used control
techniques and emergency handcuffing. Officer Alawawda sustained an abrasion from falling onto
the fence. Officer Alawawda’s TRR complies with Department Rules and Regulations.

The TRR* of Officer Evans details substantially the same information as the Case Report.
Officer Evan’s TRR is in compliance with Department Rules and Regulations.

The Ambulance Run Sheet*® indicated that [Jllillwas uncooperative and complained
of losing sensation in both legs. The paramedics found | llin the care of CPD custody,
IS ated he lost sensation in his legs, and CPD said he was ambulatory. | oo mitted
he had been drinking alcohol earlier and could move his legs while at the hospital, but he was left
in the care of the registered nurse.

The Medical Records*® from Holy Cross Hospital indicated [ lllwas transported to
the hospital from lock-up. | told the hospital staff, “I think I had a seizure, and I’'m just
sore all over.”** | refused to provide any additional information to the hospital staff.
I complained of facial abrasions (right side cheek and chin) and leg pain. | further
complained that he could not move his legs, but the hospital staff observed | llmoving his
legs. The hospital staff recommended | llifor discharge in stable condition.

VI. LEGAL STANDARD
For each Allegation COPA must make one of the following findings:

1. Sustained - where it is determined the allegation is supported by a preponderance of the evidence;

2. Not Sustained - where it is determined there is insufficient evidence to prove the allegations by a
preponderance of the evidence;

3. Unfounded - where it is determined by clear and convincing evidence that an allegation is false or
not factual; or

4. Exonerated - where it is determined by clear and convincing evidence that the conduct described
in the allegation occurred, but it is lawful and proper.

46 Attachment #9.

47 Attachment #17.

48 Attachment #19.

4 Attachment #4.

50 Attachment #4, page #8.
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A preponderance of evidence can be described as evidence indicating that it is more likely than not
that the conduct reviewed complied with Department policy. See Avery v. State Farm Mutual
Automobile Insurance Co., 216 I1l. 2d 100, 191 (2005), (a proposition is proved by a preponderance of
the evidence when it has been found to be more probably true than not). If the evidence gathered in an
investigation establishes that it is more likely that the conduct complied with Department policy than
that it did not, even if by a narrow margin, then the preponderance of the evidence standard is met.

Clear and convincing evidence is a higher standard than a preponderance of the evidence but lower
than the “beyond-a-reasonable doubt” standard required to convict a person of a criminal offense. See
e.g., People v. Coan, 2016 IL App (2d) 151036 (2016). Clear and Convincing can be defined as a
“degree of proof, which, considering all the evidence in the case, produces the firm and abiding belief
that it is highly probable that the proposition . . . is true.” Id. at | 28.

VII.  ANALYSIS

Officer Phillips

1. Officer Phillips forcefully striking | I 'ith his foot multiple times on or about his
head without justification.

Department members involved in a use of force incident will make an independent
assessment and decision to use force based on the totality of the circumstances and whether such
force is objectively reasonable, necessary, and proportional. Department members will be
individually responsible for articulating the specific details that justify their use of force.>! CPD
members are trained to view the use of force according to a spectrum of possible encounters based
on whether the subject involved is a cooperative person, a passive resister, an active resister, or an
assailant, with greater levels of force being permitted as the subject’s behavior becomes more
dangerous.>?

In Officer Phillips’s COPA interview,> he stated he conducted three leg strikes, possibly
toward |Out did not know if he made contact. He also said while | llas lying on
the ground, he was an assailant because Officer Phillips thought he was spitting but could not
remember. Officer Phillips seemed to vacillate between describing [ llllas an assailant or
active resister throughout his interview.

COPA finds that, at most, Freman was an active resister while on the ground. The BWC
videos do not show [EEspitting at the officers while on the ground.> Furthermore, no other
officers involved in the take down or arrest of | lllindicated that he was spitting at them.
Rather, the other officers overwhelmingly described |JGS an active resister at this point.
Officer Phillips alleged that he did not recall this incident except seeing it on Officer Egan’s BWC.

51 De-Escalation, Response to Resistance, and Use of Force- G03-02, D. Assessing Uses of Force, #2.
52 Att. 27 G03-02-01(1V) (A to C), Response to Resistance and Force Options (effective April 15, 2021 to June 27,

2023).

53 Attachment #70 and Attachment #78- transcripts of Officer Phillips’s interview.
54 Attachments 11-13, and 40-51.

10
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The BWC showed |llEIYing on the ground, with several officers attempting to place him in
custody. Prior to kicking Freemen, Officer Phillips can be heard saying, “Turn those cameras off.
Watch out. Where his face at?”’>® Then, as he is moving in a kicking motion, he says, “Shut up
bitch, shut up bitch.”® A police officer must monitor the subject and use proportional force related
to the subject’s actions. |Jlllas an active resister, lying on the ground, his hands behind his
back, and resisting arrest. Officer Phillip’s actions towards [ llllwhile he was being
handcuffed on the ground are not an approved use of force technique. Thus, COPA finds by a
preponderance of the evidence that allegation 1 against Officer Phillips is SUSTAINED.

2. Officer Phillips disrespecting || N ) s:ating words to the effect of, “Shut up
bitch.”

The CPD’s Rules of Conduct establish a list of acts which are expressly prohibited for all
members, including Rule 8, which states that officers may not engage in any behavior that would
result in disrespect toward or maltreatment of any person, and Rule 9, which prohibits officers
from engaging in any unjustified verbal or physical altercation with any person.>” Officer Phillips
admitted during his interview that he did say, “Shut up bitch” to || lllHis words can be clearly
heard on BWC. Officer Phillips’ actions were disrespectful and inappropriate and did not align
with CPD policies. Therefore, allegation 2 against Officer Phillips is SUSTAINED.

4. Officer Phillips not providing medical attention to | Sl the scene of the
incident.

Officer Phillips stated in his COPA interview that he did not know | lliihad become
unconscious. He knew that [ lllllreceived medical attention later in the night, but he did not
observe him being unconscious at the scene of the incident. Officer Phillips said he would have
provided medical attention if knew | lllllnecded it. There is insufficient evidence to prove that
Officer Phillips was aware that Freemen needed medical attention at the time. Therefore,
allegation 3 against Officer Phillips is NOT SUSTAINED.

4. Officer Phillips failing to document the use of excessive force used on |

A Tactical Response Report is required to be completed for the following reportable use
of force incidents involving a sworn member or detention aide in the performance of his or her
duties: All use of force incidents involving: a subject who is injured or alleges injury resulting
from the member’s use of force, and the active resistance of a subject.*®

In Officer Phillips’s statement to COPA, he recalled | lllbeing an assailant, which
was his reasoning for making the kicking motions toward | lllVVhen Officer Phillips was
asked why he did not write a report (TRR) regarding the leg strikes to | iililhe mentioned he

55 Attachment #41 at 2:58.

56 Attachment #41 at 3:03.

57 Att. 28 Rules and Regulations of the Chicago Police Department, (V) Rules of Conduct, Rules 8 to 9, pg. 7
(effective April 16, 2015 to present).

58 Incidents Requiring the Completion of a Tactical Response Report: G03-02-02, 111. Incidents Requiring the
Completion of a Tactical Response Report A-1, a, and b.

11
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did not recall this incident. COPA finds this explanation less than credible and is not an approved
basis for not completing a TRR. Officer Egan’s BWC®® shows that Officer Phillips did conduct
the three-leg strikes toward [ lllllDue to G03-02-02,° the force that was used on [ Evas
required to be documented in a report such as a TRR and was not. Therefore, allegation 4 against
Officer Philips is SUSTAINED.

5. Officer Phillips failed to activate his BWC in violation of S03-14.

The Department members will activate the system to event mode at the beginning of an
incident and record the entire incident for all law-enforcement-related activities. If circumstances
prevent activating the BWC at the beginning of an incident, the member will activate the BWC as
soon as practical.®!

CPD officers are supposed to activate their BWC at the start of each incident and will record
the entire incident. Officer Phillips stated in his COPA interview he had on his BWC, and it was
working. He also said he was busy with the crowd when he arrived and forgot to turn his BWC
on. Officer Phillips should have activated his BWC at the start of the incident and for the duration
of the incident. Therefore, allegation 5 against Officer Phillips is SUSTAINED.

Officer Bullington

1. Officer Bullington failed to report the use of excessive force used on | NN

Officer Bullington said in his COPA interview that he did not observe Officer Phillips’
three leg strikes towards | lbecause he was focused on handcuffing |EOfficer
Bullington said if he had seen the interaction between Officer Phillips and | lllllihe would have
reported it. The BWC showed Officer Bullington near Officer Phillips when Officer Bullington
assisted in handcuffing | lllThe BWC did not capture whether or not Officer Bullington
observed Officer Phillips kick BBl T hus, this allegation is NOT SUSTAINED.

2. Officer Bullington did not provide medical attention to | -t the scene of the
incident.

In Officer Bullington’s COPA interview, he said he did not know if | EEEas
unconscious during this incident. Officer Bullington reported walking away to help secure the
crowd and did not observe |l until he arrived at the district. Officer Bullington said that he
would have provided medical attention if he knew | llwvas unconscious. There is insufficient
evidence to prove the allegation as alleged; therefore, the allegation is NOT SUSTAINED.

Officer Larson

1. Officer Larson failed to report the use of excessive force used on |

9 Attachment #41.

80 |ncidents Requiring the Completion of a Tactical Response Report: G03-02-02, 111. Incidents Requiring the
Completion of a Tactical Response Report A-1, a, b, ¢, d, and e.

61 Body Worn Camera: S03-14, 111. Initiating, Concluding, and Justifying g Recordings A, Initiation of Recording, 2.

12



CIVILIAN OFFICE OF POLICE ACCOUNTABILITY LOG#2020-0001996

In his COPA interview, Officer Larson explained he did not observe Officer Phillips kick
I ccause he was next to Jtrying to handcuff him. While he was attempting to place
handcuffs on | lanother officer fell on top of him. Based solely on the BWC, COPA cannot
determine if Officer Larson could observe Officer Phillips kick | illlsince another officer fell
on him. Due to the lack of evidence to prove or disprove the allegations, COPA finds the allegation
is NOT SUSTAINED.

Officer Alawawda

1. Officer Alawawda failed to report the use of excessive force used on | N

In his COPA interview, Officer Alawawda stated he did not observe Officer Phillip kick
I e detailed that his back was towards Officer Phillips as he was trying to help with
handcuffing | Officer Alawawda BWC shows him facing | trying to place
handcuffs on him. There is insufficient evidence to prove the allegation as alleged, and the
allegation is NOT SUSTAINED.

Officer Evans
1. Officer Evans failed to report the use of excessive force used on | N

In his COPA interview, Officer Evans stated he did not observe Officer Phillips’s three leg
strikes towards |JlllHe explained he was trying to handcuff | llllso he could not observe
the kicks. His BWC shows him kneeling on the ground by lllvith his face towards | R
away from Officer Phillips. There is insufficient evidence to prove whether Officer Evans could
have seen the leg strikes that were conducted in his peripheral vision or not. Therefore, the
allegation is NOT SUSTAINED.

2. Officer Evans did not provide medical attention to | EEEIE:t the scene of the
incident.

In Officer Evans’ interview with COPA, he stated he did not know [EEEEas
unconscious or that | llllnceded medical attention. Officer Evans said even if | ilinceded
medical attention, it was unsafe to call for an ambulance. Officer Evan’s BWC ended early, but he
relayed a few minutes later that he and Officer Phillips made another arrest and did not observe
I 0:in. Thus, the allegation is NOT SUSTAINED.

3. Officer Evans terminated his BWC early in violation of S03-14.

According to the Special Order, officers are supposed to start their BWC at the beginning
of the event and continue to record until the end.®? In his incident, Officer Evans said he did not
know his BWC got turned off until he got to the district. He believed it got turned off during the
emergency takedown of [ llllOfficer Evans relayed that if he knew it had been turned off, he

62 Body Worn Camera: S03-14.
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would have re-activated it again. He elaborated, “I assumed it was on, yeah.”®® It is reasonable to
believe his BWC could have been turned off accidentally during | lllllcmergency takedown
and handcuffing. There is no other evidence that would bring Officer Evan’s credibility into
question. There is insufficient evidence to show that Officer Evans was aware his BWC was no
longer activated. Thus, the allegation is NOT SUSTAINED.

VIIl. RECOMMENDED DISCIPLINE FOR SUSTAINED ALLEGATIONS
a. Officer Phillips
i. Complimentary and Disciplinary History

1. Officer Phillips has received a 2009 Crime Reduction Award, A
2019 Crime Reduction Award, four Attendance Recognition
Awards, three Complimentary Letters, five Department
Commendations, eight Emblem of Recognition- Physical Fitness
Awards, one hundred and eleven Honorable Mentions, an
Honorable Mention Ribbon Award, a Life Saving Award, a NATO
Summit Service Award, Other Awards, one Police Officer Of The
Month Award, one Presidential Election Deployment Award 2008,
and one Problem-Solving Award.

2. Officer Phillips had one Reprimand in 2019 for Neglect of Duty.
ii. Recommended Penalty

COPA has considered Officer Phillips’ complimentary history and disciplinary history.
Here, Officer Phillips’ use of force was excessive and undocumented in either a TRR or on his
BWC. Of particular concern and strongly considered in aggravation is the fact that prior to kicking
Freemen, Officer Phillips can be heard saying, “Turn those cameras off. Watch out. Where his
face at?”® Then, as he is moving in a kicking motion, he says, “Shut up bitch, shut up bitch.”®®
These comments and his subsequent actions indicate that Officer Phillips’ conduct was intentional
and not in response to anything | llllllwas doing at the time. Rather, it appears Officer Phillips
was intentionally attempting to kick ||jjjjjliililin the face in retaliation for || lcarlicr
conduct. Such conduct is highly concerning and should not be tolerated by the Chicago Police
Department. |ICid go to the hospital and had documented injuries, but it is unclear whether
those injuries were caused by Officer Phillips or sustained while officers were attempting to
handcuff him. Officer Phillips took no accountability for his use of force and was not remorseful.
Officer Phillips’ conduct was observed by other civilians on scene and brings extreme discredit to

63 Attachment #79, page 42, line 11.
64 Attachment #41 at 2:58.
65 Attachment #41 at 3:03.
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the Department. Therefore, COPA recommends that Officer Phillips be Separated from the
Chicago Police Department.

Approved:

January 18, 2024

Date

rarday Jackson
: hief Investigator

January 18, 2024

Andrea Kersten Date
Chief Administrator
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