Brandon Johnson Department of Police - City of Chicago Larry B. Snelling
Mayor 3510 S. Michigan Avenue * Chicago, [llinois 60653 Superintendent

December 17, 2024

Andrea Kersten

Chief Administrator

Civilian Office of Police Accountability (COPA)
1615 West Chicago Avenue, 4th Floor
Chicago, lllinois 60622

Re: Superintendent's Partial Non-Concurrence with Findings and with Penalty Recommendations
Complaint Log No. 2023-0001751
Officer Christian Perez, Star No. 16369
Officer Essoromawe Karma, Star No. 18282
Officer Humberto Rabadan, Star No. 18702
Officer David Figueroa, Star No. 6573
Officer Austin Morgan, Star No. 9702

Dear Chief Administrator Kersten:

After a careful review of the above referenced complaint log number investigation, the Chicago Police
Department (Department) does not concur with all of the recommended sustained findings nor with
the all of the penalty recommendations as they pertain to Officer Christian Perez, Star No. 16369,
Officer Essoromawe Karma, Star No. 18282, Officer Humberto Rabadan, Star No. 18702, Officer
David Figueroa, Star No. 6573, and Officer Austin Morgan, Star No. 9702. Pursuant to the Municipal
Code of Chicago, the Department provides the following comments.

The COPA investigation recommended a penaity of a suspension of up to 30 days for Officer
Christian Perez after concluding he:
1. Forcefully held || I by the hair and forcing | ace into the sidewalk
without justification;
2. Failed to properly document the force used on ||}l I i = tactical response report.

The COPA investigation also recommended a penalty of Violation Noted for Officer Essoromawe

Karma after concluding that he:
1. Untimely activated his body worn camera.

The COPA investigation also recommended a penalty of a Violation Noted for Officer Humberto

Rabadan after concluding that he:
1. Untimely activated his body worn camera.

The COPA investigation also recommended a penalty of a suspension up to 30 days for Officer David
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Figueroa after concluding that he:
1. Untimely activated his body worn camera;
2. Forcefully pushed | ]] to = CPD vehicle without justification.

The COPA investigation also recommended a penalty of a suspension up to 30 days for Officer
Austin Morgan after concluding that he:
1. Untimely activated his body worn camera.

Regarding Officer Christian Perez, the Department concurs with the sustained findings for both
allegations. The Department does acknowledge that the officer may have been justified in his actions
that are the basis of Allegation #1. But without the Tactical Response Report for the officer to state
why he did those actions, the Department does not believe it can overcome its burden for an
alternative finding. As such, and consistent with the penalty recommendation, the Department will
implement a 2-day suspension for Officer Perez.

Regarding Officer Essoromawe Karma and Officer Humberto Rabadan, the Department concurs with
the sustained finding for each member. As such, the penaity of Violation Noted will be implemented
for both members.

Regarding Officer David Figueroa, the Department concurs with the sustained allegation for the body
worn camera violation. As such, and consistent with the penalty recommendation, the Department will
implement a 1-day suspension. However, the Department does not concur with the sustained finding
for the allegation of forcefully pushing || | | | JJJEElinto 2 CPD vehicle. The Department
recommends an alternative finding of Unfounded. This allegation was categorized by COPA as
Excessive Force - Unnecessary Physical Contact. However, during his interview with COPA, Officer
Figueroa explained that he directed ||| Il vho was still resisting his movements, by pushing
him into the police vehicle. Officer Figueroa explained that he needed to push || llllbecause
he refused to get into the vehicle. Officer Figueroa also explained to COPA that this action of pushing
did not rise to the level of the requirement to complete a Tactical Response Report (TRR). By
agreeing with Officer Figueroa that the action did not require the completion of a TRR, COPA
acknowledges that the "push" was not reportable use of force.

Regarding Officer Austin Morgan, the Department concurs with the sustained finding for the body
worn camera violation. But the Department does not concur with the penalty recommendation.
Although Officer Morgan has a previous suspension in his history, that disciplinary action was for an
off-duty incident and was completely different in nature than the alleged violation in this case. As
such, the Department recommends a penalty of Violation Noted, which is the same penalty for two
other accused members with the same allegations in this case.

The Department looks forward to discussing this matter with you pursuant to MCC 2-78-130(a)iii).

Sincerely,

Larry B. Snelling
Superintendent
Chicago Police Department



