CIVILIAN OFFICE OF POLICE ACCOUNTABILITY LOG# 2021-0000970

SUMMARY REPORT OF INVESTIGATION

Date/Time/Location of Incident: March 11, 2021/ 1:30 p.m. /

Chicago, IL
Date/Time of COPA Notification: | March 17, 2021 /1:29 p.m.
Involved Officer #1: Pierre Tyler, Star #10228, Employee 1D# |, Date of

Appointment: April 25, 2016, Police Officer, Unit of
Assignment: 015, DOB: I 1992, Male, Black

Involved Individual #1: OO B 1092, Female,
Black

Involved Individual #2: OB Bl 1992, Female, Black

Involved Individual #3: I o< 30, Female, Black

Case Type: Domestic Violence

On March 11, 2021, at approximately 5:00 a.m., | hereafter
suspected that NG Officer Pierre Tyler (hereafter Officer

Tyler) was cheating and searched through his cellular phone. A verbal altercation ensued which
caused Officer Tyler to leave their shared residence and relocate to his grandmother’s house
located at | ortly after 1:00 p.m. | I:rived at
and a physical altercation ensued between she and Officer Tyler in front of the residence. | N
became upset and advanced towards Officer Tyler, attempting to swing at him and did not make
contact. Officer Tyler grabbed her by her arms, spun her around and threw her to the ground,
pushing her head into the ground. | lllhc!d onto Officer Tyler’s hoodie, and he did not let go
of her. At that point, || llli{ricnd that was at the scene, Ashley | lll(hereatter |
intervened and Officer Tyler released | stained injuries from the incident
including bruises and an injured wrist.! Furthermore, COPA learned that Officer Tyler utilized
Department resources to access POD video related to this incident. COPA finds the allegations are
Sustained.

l. ALLEGATIONS

Officer Allegation Finding

Officer Pierre Tyler 1. Itis alleged that on or about March 11, 2021, at | Sustained
approximately 5:00 a.m., at or near |l

1 On December 9, 2021, while this investigation was on-going, COPA was notified that Officer Pierre Tyler was
being investigated for causing the death of | IO ficer Tyler was subsequently charged with First
Degree Murder for her death. That incident was investigated under Log 2021-4893. Those allegations and COPA’s
findings are not a part of this log number, COPA’s findings or disciplinary recommendation.
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I (e accused took
B <[ phone out of her hand

without justification.

2. ltis alleged that on or about March 11, 2021, at

approximately 1:30 p.m., at or near | NN

I (e accused threw [
I o the ground without justification.

3. ltis alleged that on or about March 11, 2021, at

approximately 1:30 p.m., at or near | NN

I Chicago, IL, the accused pushed I
B c2d to the ground without justification.

4. ltis alleged that on or about March 11, 2021, at

approximately 1:30 p.m., at or near | NN
IChicago, IL, the accused placed his body on

top of | 'ithout justification.

5. Itis alleged that on or about March 11, 2021, at

approximately 1:30 p.m., at or near | NN
I Chicago, IL, the accused directed profanities

at I tating words to the effect of

“bitch,” without justification.

6. On or about an unknown date, time, and location
between March 11, 2021, and July 21, 2021,
Officer Pierre Tyler utilized Department
computerized information systems in an
unauthorized manner and not for the purpose of
official police business, to wit: viewed POD video
footage of an incident that occurred on March 11,
2021.

Sustained

Sustained

Sustained

Sustained

Sustained

APPLICABLE RULES AND LAWS

Rules

1. Rule 2: Any action or conduct which impedes the Department’s efforts to achieve its policy

and goals or brings discredit upon the Department.

2. Rule 6: Disobedience of an order or directive, whether written or oral.

2. Rule 8: Disrespect to or maltreatment of any person, while on or off duty.
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3. Rule 9: Engaging in any unjustified verbal or physical altercation with any person, while on
or off duty.

General Orders
1. G03-05 Video Surveillance Technology (effective February 22, 2012)

Il. SUMMARY OF EVIDENCE?

A Case Report for Simple Battery (RD# JE171787)° documented that on March 17,
2021, at approximately 6:00 p.m., [ lllarrived at the 25" District to report an ongoing

domestic problem with | Officer Tyler. She reported that she

. On
March 11, 2021, at approximately 5:00 a.m., | lllland Officer Tyler engaged in a verbal

argument over the content of messages on his cellphone. Officer Tyler then relocated to his
grandmother’s home at | Lt on, - rived at Officer Tyler’s
grandmother’s residence to attempt to resolve their issues, and Officer Tyler came outside. Shortly
after, a verbal argument ensued in the front yard of the residence which led to a physical
altercation. | bccame upset and advanced towards Officer Tyler. Officer Tyler grabbed her
upper body, spun her around and knocked her to the ground. Additionally, he held her down and
pushed her face into the ground. | hereafter I proached Officer Tyler and
stated to him, “Let her go, and I will get her out of here.”* Officer Tyler released | illand the
physical altercation concluded. The parties left the location. | llllsought medical care at
I Hospital, where she disclosed Officer Tyler’s status as an off-duty police
officer and declined to pursue a complaint at that time. | lwas discharged from the hospital
without speaking to any on duty officers. An evidence technician was called to document her
injuries.

An Initiation Report® was created on March 17, 2021, relating to the Case Report for
Simple Battery, listing |lllllas the complainant and Officer Tyler as the accused. The report
related the same information provided in the case report. Additionally, the report documents that
I C!2imed injuries including bruising on her right clavicle, elbow, and wrist, and her left

upper arm. She also claimed I - (<1 oiving birth on
B

An additional Initiation Report® was created on March 17, 2021, which lists Officer Tyler
as the complainant and | lllas the accused. The report documents that on March 11, 2021, the
two parties engaged in a verbal dispute that became physical when | illoegan to strike Officer
Tyler in the head and chest area. Officer Tyler restrained [ lllloy holding her arms and telling
her to stop. | oroke one arm free and began to swing at Officer Tyler again, who then
grabbed one arm and her chest and placed her on the ground. He again told her to stop, which she

2COPA conducted a full and complete investigation of this matter, including the interview of all pertinent civilian and
officer witnesses, and the collection and review of digital, documentary, and forensic evidence.

3 At 3

4 Att. 3, page 2.

S Att. 1

b Att. 2
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did and the two then talked about the situation. Later that evening, | lilillcalled Officer Tyler’s
mother, NG (hcreafter I c!ing her she was physical with Officer Tyler.
On March 13, 2021, Itcxted Officer Tyler and told him that her back was hurting and that
she was bruised from the physical incident. The report stated she sent photos to Officer Tyler
which did not show any bruising. On March 16, 2021, at 7:05 p.m., | lcalled Officer Tyler
and became aggressive and stated words to the effect of “I’m going to get you fired. I’'m going to
get you arrested. You don’t know who I know, who my family knows. CPD is all political, and
you are at the bottom of the totem pole.”

COPA obtained a statement from | IIER® on March 29, 2021, at 1:06 p.m., via
telephone due to the COVID-19 pandemic. | lllllre!ated the same information provided in the
case report. Additionally, she related that she and Officer Tyler went to high school together,

reconnected and had been dating since 2018. |llllllland Officer Tyler |
e
|

On March 11, 2021, she woke up at approximately 4:00 a.m. and looked through Officer
Tyler’s cell phone. | llllrclated that they are aware of each other’s phone passwords, and it
was something they had never hidden from each other. She saw things on his phone that caused
her to have questions. She put his phone back on the pillow and then went in a different room. The
newborn baby began crying, and Officer Tyler woke up and asked her if she went through his
phone. She told him she did not want to talk to him at that moment, and he asked to see her cell
phone. refused, and he “snatched” the phone from her. They were both on their knees on
opposite sides of the bed, both holding onto the phone.® Eventually, | llllet the phone go and
went into the living room with the baby. She asked him about messages she saw on his phone
between he and | (hereafter JJlithe mother of another child of his.

I c/d Officer Tyler that he could gather his belongings and leave her house. When
he gave her phone back to her, she messaged |Jliito gain clarity on the situation. When he left
the house, |lent outside and spoke on the phone with |JiljlHe then came back to the
house and could hear the baby crying inside. He pushed his way past her and went inside the house.

I " formed [Iover the phone that she I

I B - ated that Vwas not aware of that information.
shared with |llthat she was also expecting a daughter with Officer Tyler |

I Il <|ated that she was going to call Officer Tyler, and | llllinformed her he was
inside the house with their daughter. | lllwent inside the house and put the phone call on
speaker phone, where she confirmed that he was aware he was expecting a child with | N

Officer Tyler left their shared residence, and [Jlllicalled a friend, now known as
I 0 come over because she was shocked by the information she had just found out. At that
time, Jlcalled I ack and engaged in a three-way phone call with Officer Tyler on the
line. Officer Tyler became disrespectful towards | illand he began to deny paternity |Iilij Il

T Att. 8, 42, 54
8 Att. 54, page 16



CIVILIAN OFFICE OF POLICE ACCOUNTABILITY LOG# 2021-0000970

I ©  {tcr the phone call, I went to Officer Tyler’s

grandmother’s residence to speak with him about the doubts he discussed on the phone.

IS tated that while in the front yard of Officer Tyler’s grandmother’s residence, he
continued to be disrespectful towards her and |l I M urther stated, “At some point,
| did advance towards Pierre (Officer Tyler), From there, I didn’t connect.”*® Moreover, she stated
that he grabbed onto her arms and swung her around, during which she was holding his hoodie
because it was all she could hold onto. She related that he threw her down to the ground, was on
top of her, and shoved her head into the grass for a few seconds. She believed she attempted to
swing at him again at some point during the altercation. Her friend, | llllye!led to Officer
Tyler to let her go, but he said “no.”*! Eventually, they released each other and continued to have
a conversation in the front yard. | lllre!ated that this was the first time there was a physical
altercation between them.

Next, JIlland Officer Tyler went to a Starbucks parking lot to converse with |
Again, Officer Tyler was disrespectful towards | llland denied his relationship with her in
front of | <!ated that he called her a “bitch” at some point when he was being
disrespectful.*? |lnoticed bruises on her body later that night when she was on the phone
with Officer Tyler’s mother, | lliShe took a photo of her bruises and sent it to | T he
following morning, | as in pain and had bruises on both arms, bruises on her clavicle
bone, and she could not turn her right wrist.®* She sought medical treatment at the hospital, where
she had x-rays taken.* Her wrist was not broken, but they gave her a brace to wear.

I <ntually decided to report the incident to the police because Officer Tyler did
not show remorse for putting his hands on her, and that caused her to fear he would get physical
with her again.®® In a conversation days after the incident, |Jiilillasked him if he was going to
apologize to her for putting his hands on her. He replied by saying he thinks she should apologize
to him. He made a comment to her that he had spoken to his superiors. She took the comment to
mean that he was confident he was going to get away with the physical incident that occurred.®
I nformed him that he could still get arrested for putting his hands on her.!” Several days
after that conversation, he apologized to her for putting his hands on her and how he was acting.

COPA obtained a statement from | (hcreafter Ms.

on April 20, 2021, at 12:18 p.m., at . Vs s the
grandmother of Officer Tyler. Ms. | stated on the date of the incident, Officer Tyler

9 Att. 54, page 20, [ c'ated that Officer Tyler had never expressed concerns or doubt |
I | s Vvery surprised to hear Officer Tyler deny NS
10 Att. 54, page 20.

11 Att. 54, page 21.

12 Att, 54, page 45

£ Att. 54, page 23, I elated that |

I

' Att. 54, page 24, I ¢lated that her I
!

15 Att. 54, pages 33-34

16 Att. 54, pages 32-33

17 Att. 54, pages 48-49

18 Att. 9-10
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arrived at Ms. | BB csidence and advised that he was going to bed as he and [l
were up all night arguing. Ms. |tated she received a phone call at approximately 12:00
p.m. and advised Officer Tyler there was someone outside for him. Officer Tyler exited the
residence, and approximately 20 minutes later, Ms. | hcard loud voices. Initially, Ms.
I d not realize Officer Tyler was involved in the conversation and did not believe the
people talking were angry. Ms. | stated she looked out the window of her residence,
which gives her a view of the fence, sidewalk, and parkway. She observed JJjjijleaning and rocking

against the fence. Ms. | crceived her to be “weak,” as | NG
Officer Tyler stood with his hands crossed and nodded his head in response to [Jjijtalking.

Additionally, Ms. | cbserved another woman, now known as [
standing near a tree in the parkway. Ms. | Ec2!1cd her daughter, O f icer Tyler’s

mother, and asked her to come to the residence. After |lllllarrived, Ms. o Verheard
her ask Officer Tyler if he was okay and he said he was. Ms. | EEEreriodically observed
from the window for approximately 40- 45 minutes and did not observe any physical altercation.
However, she walked away to answer a few phone calls as well as care for her great-grandson,
Officer Tyler’s eldest child. The incident ended with all parties getting into their vehicles and
leaving the location. Ms. | ater learned that the altercation became physical from
Officer Tyler, who stated [Jiilislapped him in the face.?’ Officer Tyler advised her to stop, and [l
slapped him again, at which time Officer Tyler grabbed Jifoy the arms and Ms. | llEye!led
at him to let her go. Officer Tyler pushed her down to restrain her.?

COPA obtained a statement from | ™ on May 13, 2021, at 10:14 a.m.,
via telephone. On the date of the incident, Ms. | Eca!'ed It come over to her
residence because [Jvas there arguing with Officer Tyler. It took approximately 15 minutes
for JEERto arrive at the location.?® Upon arriving at Ms. || |  l ovse, IIobserved
Officer Tyler and Ms. i their vehicles at the traffic light on Leavitt Street. | exited
her vehicle and inquired about Officer Tyler’s well-being. | illithen followed behind Officer
Tyler to | lhouse. Shortly after, O ficer Tyler, and | arrived at Jhome,
and I clated to the two of them that she did not appreciate the drama being brought to her
mother’s residence. [ lllllre'ated to |that her world had turned upside down, because
she learned that Officer Tyler was expecting a baby with another woman. |Jllllapologized to
- d to Officer Tyler for putting her hands on him. | llldid not observe the physical
altercation between Officer Tyler and [ illland did not become aware of anything physical
until | E:rologized. | vas emotional and crying, and |Jllicomforted her and
assured that everyone at the scene was in a calm state before she left. Additionally, | lstated
that Officer Tyler grabbed her, and she sent |Jillla photo of a bruise that was on her arm above
her elbow in the early morning of March 12, 2021. | lllllquestioned Officer Tyler, who stated
that he grabbed her by the arm to restrain her so she would stop hitting him.

© I ferred to s Ilstating that she never knew her full name.
2 Att. 10 at 4:18.

2L Att. 10 at 4:20 — 5:11.

22 See Att. 52

2 I < \ated she was driven by a friend of hers, named “Mr. |l However, no further information for him
was obtained. Additionally, it does not appear that he was a witness to the physical altercation or any other material
events.



CIVILIAN OFFICE OF POLICE ACCOUNTABILITY LOG# 2021-0000970

COPA obtained a statement from | ™ on March 11, 2022, at 12:06 p.m., via
telephone. |Jllllrelated that she and Officer Tyler | . | December 2009,
I:nd Officer Tyler began dating during their senior year of high school. They dated through
approximately March of 2018. She knew of | lllllin high school as well, but she did not know
her personally. In the early morning on the date of the incident, | jiilllreached out to llvia
Facebook messenger, and they exchanged phone numbers. |lithen called |EEEEaNd
I nquired about the relationship status between [Jjjilijand Officer Tyler at that time. [

related that at the time she and Officer Tyler NG

I They spoke on the phone for over an hour,
and when the call was ended, [Jilillcalled Officer Tyler.?® Jjlllsuggested that she, Officer Tyler,

and I Meet at a Starbucks to clear the air about their situation and the stories that Officer
Tyler had told | EE-d IEOfficer Tyler agreed, and | larranged for someone to
watch her children for her so that she could meet at the Starbucks as well.

Idid not have a car at the time, so Officer Tyler agreed to pick her up. When it was
time for him to pick her up, she noticed there were two other cars in addition to Officer Tyler’s car
outside her house. Officer Tyler was in one car, |Jllllwas in another car being driven by her
coworker, and vas in the third car. | lllto!d Jllllthat a “physical scene” happened
outside Ms. I <sidcnce, but she did not go into detail about it. | ilillarologized to
I for the scene that was caused. |Jlllthen got in the vehicle with | oot

into Officer Tyler’s vehicle, and they drove to a Starbucks.

Il clated that once they got to the location, she observed that | EllllOfficer Tyler,
and I:!! looked upset. | eft, and - d Officer Tyler all had a
conversation in [ Bl vchicle. The conversation consisted of | illland Officer Tyler
discussing their relationship status, future, and |Jjilllrole. Officer Tyler was trying to portray
that he and | vere not in a relationship, whereas |Jlllas arguing that they had been
dating since June of 2018, which was about three years. Officer Tyler denied that he and |
were in a relationship for that long, stating that it was not a consecutive relationship. Officer Tyler
again expressed doubt about the baby [ lllllhad recently given birth to being his, which |l
stated further angered | They also discussed that Jlllwas pregnant with Officer Tyler’s
child and how |had just been told that information for the first time that morning. |
related that while at Starbucks, | llllland Officer Tyler were both calling each other names,
and the word “bitch” was said by both. The physical altercation was not discussed during the
conversation at Starbucks that day.

Ilstated that at a later time, Officer Tyler briefly discussed the physical incident with
her. He related to her that they got in an argument and | lftried to put her hands on him. He
then tried to “subdue”?® her by pulling her hands down so she could not swing at him, and he “got
her to the ground.”?’ |jjillrelated that she reached out to |Jiiililithe next day to let her know

2 Att. 59 & 63

% Ielated in her statement that Jvas on the line for the phone call as well, but she was silent.

% Att. 63, page 30.

27 Att. 63, page 30, At first, JJilllrelated that Officer Tyler had pushed |llllland then she corrected herself and
stated that he “got her to the ground.”
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she was sorry for everything she was going through and suggested they get together and have their
children meet because they are siblings.

COPA obtained a statement from | IIEE®™ on March 24, 2022, at 12:33 p.m., at
her residence located at | ™ I, Chicago, IL.%° The information |lllllprovided
was consistent with the information |Jllllrelated in her statement, along with additional
information. |t IIi» 2017 or 2018 through [l and once they developed a

friendship . thcy became best friends. On March 11, 2021, | EEtexted

I <1y carly in the morning, and |Jlllicalled her when she woke up. |Jlllllasked that
she come over because she found something concerning on Officer Tyler’s cell phone.* |

related to | llithat Officer Tyler had woken up and saw that [ iilihad been in his phone,
which caused an argument. | lllihad the phone in her hand, and Officer Tyler tried to grab the
phone from her while they were on the bed, hovering over the newborn baby that was on the bed
under them. Eventually, |llllllct go of the phone, picked up the baby and took her across the
room.

I 2d also shared with |that she had spoken with |Jllover the phone.
B "formed that she found out Officer Tyler had essentially been living two
separate lives and she and |Jiliihad not realized it until that day. | llllithen went to N
residence around 9:00 a.m. to comfort | hen - rived at [ csidence,
Officer Tyler was no longer there, but he was on a three-way phone call with | a0 I
I as muted and lito!d Officer Tyler that | llllvwas not on the line with them,
although he repeatedly expressed that he thought she was on the line. | lllrelated that Officer
Tyler stated very disparaging things about his relationship with | lllland he denied the child
a0 recently given birth to. Ultimately, | llllladvised It hang up the phone
because what Officer Tyler was saying was “torture” for |0 hear. |r<lated that the
phone call lasted over an hour, and | lllwas emotional and crying.

After the phone call ended, | Iexpressed to [that she wanted to go talk to

Officer Tyler in person. | ovestioned I dccision, but insisted so N
decided she should not go alone. | Ithen drove in their separate vehicles to Ms.

I csidence. When they arrived, [llllzot into [ chicle that was parked
across the street from Ms. | csidence. called Officer Tyler multiple times
on the phone. Finally, Officer Tyler answered one of the calls and agreed to come outside to speak
with | < ated that she observed [ valk up to Officer Tyler and stand with
her arms crossed.** |llistated that Jand Officer Tyler were speaking for less than two
minutes before it turned physical. | lllassumed sked Officer Tyler a question and
he responded. Subsequently, |llllcbserved Ity to swing at Officer Tyler with an open
hand. He backed away, and |Jllllldid not make contact with him. |Jilithen observed Officer
Tyler grab onto and “body slam” her onto the ground.*’ |illlspecifically recalled that

B Att. 64 & 67

2 I so spoke with COPA via telephone on March 21, 2021 and related essentially the same information. See
Att. 7.

30 Att. 67, pages 9-10, JIEEc!ated Jhad shared with her that she thought it was strange that Officer
Tyler’s text message thread with [JJilfwas always deleted on his cell phone.

3L Att. 67, page 26, | ¢'ated that EEvas looking up to Officer Tyler because he is much taller than her.
32 Att. 67, page 40, IEthought Officer Tyler grabbed onto Jllllaround her waist area to pick her up.
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I <<t \vere off the ground when he “picked her up”’® with two hands. [Jiiillstated that
when Officer Tyler “threw her on the ground,””** | llllanded on her back on the ground facing
Officer Tyler. She related that he put all his weight on | lilland his knees were on her legs
holding her down.

I <ited her vehicle and ran over to [ lllland Officer Tyler. | related that
Officer Tyler was pushing | llllface into the grass. |JJJilitried to pull the two apart and
told Officer Tyler to let go of " reply, he told |t tell N let him go
because [Jas holding onto the collar area of his hoodie. Finally, | llllloot them to
release each other, and she helped | llstand up. [Jthen stood in the middle of Officer
Tyler and and they had a conversation. |Jlllas crying and questioning Officer
Tyler. Jdescribed Officer Tyler’s demeanor at that time as emotionless and cold. | N
stated that Officer Tyler did not offer any kind of apology or show empathy towards | liljand
the situation. They had a conversation for over thirty minutes, and then |Jiiliihad to leave to go
to a doctor’s appointment.®®

I checked in with I ater to ask if she was alright, which she said she was.
The following day, |Einformed that she needed to go to the emergency room.
I <'ated to her that her back was in a lot of pain, and she sent her photos of bruises and
swelling on her arms that she sustained from the incident.>® |iilillre!ated she felt like NN
did not feel the full effects of how Officer Tyler handled her body in the moment because of the
adrenaline. |l dcscribed Officer Tyler’s use of force during the incident as “very
excessive,”? stating that | llllvas not a threat® to him and it seemed he had no consideration
for the fact that she had just given birth |l She further stated, “He’s an officer. You’re
trained in how to deescalate and how you definitely should at [bare] minimum know how to guide
someone or restrain them. [...] He literally turned on a cold mask and it was like he didn’t know
her. She got thrown and body slammed to the ground, and he’s a trained officer.”*° | lldid
not see or speak to Officer Tyler after the incident, and she had no desire to.

COPA obtained a statement from Officer Pierre Tyler*® on July 21, 2021. Officer Tyler
related that on the date of the incident, he woke up around 5:00 a.m. and could not find his phone.
He went to the common area bathroom, and when he got back to the bedroom his phone was on
the bed. He asked |EEEWhy she took his phone, and she told him she did not want to talk.
IOt her phone on the bed, and it was unlocked. Officer Tyler grabbed | P hone,
she reached for the phone while he was holding it, she locked the phone, and then left the room.
Once the phone was locked, he tried the passcode that he knew for her phone and it did not work,

33 Att. 67, page 41.
34 Att. 67, page 41.
5 I c'ated that she was six months pregnant at the time of the incident.

% Att. 67, page 44, INEEso related to It t (N
!

37 Att. 67, page 66.
38 Att. 67, page 67.
39 Att. 67, page 66.
40 Att. 53 & 55
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so he left the phone on the bed.** He denied “snatching” the phone out of her hand, stating that he
was holding the phone when she reached over, tried to take it, and then locked it. Afterwards, he
went outside to his car and then came back inside. They argued about the fact that he cheated on
her and his other child’s mother, |Jjjilfwas pregnant by him.

Around 7:00 a.m., Officer Tyler went to his grandmother’s residence. Around 1:20 p.m. or
1:30 p.m., he missed multiple phone calls from |Jlloecause he was sleeping. He woke up and
answered one of the calls, and | llllllasked if he was home and if he could come outside to talk.
Officer Tyler was aware that | BBllvvas upset by the situation but did not perceive her to be
upset when she arrived at the residence. However, when Officer Tyler went outside, she started
walking towards him and once she got close, she swung at him. Officer Tyler stated he was hit a
couple times in the face with a closed fist, at which time he grabbed | lllabove her elbows on
both arms and told her to calm down. | lllithen escaped his grip and began hitting him again.
Officer Tyler was still holding her above left elbow with his right hand and his left hand was about
her chin area. He “guided” her to the ground.*? He described that the motion was “not slow”, and
the momentum caused them to spin and her to land on her back on the ground.*® He related he did
not fall on top of her, and his feet were still planted on the ground. | lllye!led out for him to
“let her go.” Officer Tyler stated that | lllllvas pulling down on his shirt. After she released
her grip, he walked away and stood outside the gate on the sidewalk. | lllas standing by the

gate inside the yard, and | llvas on the sidewalk by a tree. | lasked IIf she was
alright, and then entered her vehicle and left the location.

After the altercation ended, Officer Tyler stated that he, | o] I ent to
I ouse in separate vehicles. Once they arrived at |Jjjjiilfhouse, 2pologized to
I (o bringing drama to Ms. | ovse, as well as for putting her hands on Officer
Tyler. They then relocated to a Starbucks parking lot with | llincluded. | eft the
Starbucks location, and Officer Tyler and [Jillentered v chicle to have a discussion.
Officer Tyler stated, “I did call her a bitch. I got mad.”** He related that he apologized to |
for that. After they spoke to each other in the car, he drove [Jjillback home and [ ft on
her own.

Approximately a day or two after the incident, | lillsent a photo of bruising to her arm
to Officer Tyler. He related he did not sustain any injuries from the incident.*> Additionally, Officer
Tyler stated that he looked at Police Observation Device (POD) video footage from the date of the
incident.¢ He stated that the video did not show the physical incident, it showed himself and
I ctting into their vehicles to go to [Jllresidence.*” Officer Tyler further stated he

4L Att. 55, pages 8-9, Officer Tyler related that he and |Jllllshared their phone passcodes with each other, but
she must have changed her passcode. He was unaware of when she changed her passcode.

42 Att. 55, page 24, Officer Tyler related that he is 5 feet and 9 inches tall and weighs approximately 173 pounds. He
estimated that | lis between 5 feet 1 inch and 5 feet 6 inches tall and weighs between 120 and 140 pounds.

43 Att. 55, page 27

4 Att. 55, page 21

45 Att. 55, page 17

46 Att. 55, page 15

47 COPA was not aware of this prior to Officer Tyler’s statement with COPA. Subsequently, COPA served Officer
Tyler with an allegation relating to this allegation, but through his attorney, he invoked his Fifth Amendment rights
and refused to provide a statement. See Att. 70 & 76. Additionally, COPA sent a request to the Bureau of Technical

10
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reported the incident to CPD prior to |l ™aking her report. Officer Tyler related that
I threatened him by stating words to the effect of, “You’re the lowest person on the totem
pole. I can get you fired. I can get you arrested.”*® He related that |Jillloreviously stated to
him that she has ranking officers in her family and has friends who are married to police officers.
Officer Tyler denied speaking to his grandmother about this incident.

COPA obtained POD video footage*® that appears to capture il riving and leaving
the scene of the incident. The camera is located at 2159 West Maypole Avenue, and it captures
part of the intersection of North Leavitt Street and West Maypole Avenue. At 1:02:40 p.m. a silver
sedan parallel parks across the street from | S <5 than two minutes later, a
person wearing a red top, believed to be [ lllwalks up to the silver sedan and enters the vehicle
on the front passenger side. At 1:14 p.m., a person wearing black clothing, believed to be | N
exits the vehicle through the driver’s door and walks across the street. Less than two minutes later,
at 1:15:20 p.m., the person believed to be |eXits the front passenger door and walks across
the street, in the same direction that | lllldid. Thirty-five minutes later, at 1:57:30 p.m.,
s scen walking across the street and getting back into the silver sedan, and a black male
wearing black pants and a black hoodie enters a gray sedan on the other side of the street. The gray
sedan drove away, and the silver sedan conducted a U-turn to follow the gray sedan.

The physical incident is not captured on the footage, as the camera is not facing towards
I Ho\vever, the footage corroborates lstatement in that she entered
I chicle and spoke to her while she called Officer Tyler. |JJla!s0 stated that it was
less than two minutes into |JJililland Officer Tyler’s conversation in the front yard that she had
to exit the vehicle to intervene, which is consistent with the video.

COPA obtained Medical Records®® from [ through a subpoena. The
records document that | larrived at Northwestern Memorial Hospital in the Emergency
Department on March 12, 2021, at 8:06 p.m. and was discharged on March 13, 2021, at 1:16 a.m.
The chief complaints documented for the visit are domestic violence and |
I !
I he records reflect that a day prior to her arriving at the hospital,

she got into a verbal argument with her significant other/father of the baby. She reported he became
aggressive, grabbed her by the upper arms and chest and slammed her to the ground. She did not
lose consciousness. Ireported pain to her right wrist, left upper arm, right upper chest, and
lumbar back. |had x-rays taken of her right wrist and chest, and although no abnormalities
were found, she had a wrist brace placed on her right wrist. She also reported | N

. |
I She did not want to report the incident to the police. The medical records
further document bruising to the upper left arm and upper right chest.

Services to inquire if Officer Tyler viewed or requested the POD video footage using his own computer log-in
credentials. The results showed that there were no formal requests through the CLEAR database under Officer
Tyler’s log-in credentials between the date of the incident and the date of his statement with COPA. See Att. 62 &
66.

48 Att. 55, pages 22-23

9 Att. 11

%0 Att. 68-69
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COPA obtained Photos®® from |lShe provided 15 photos which depicted injuries
she sustained from the physical altercation with Officer Tyler. The photos are of bruising to her
chest, left and right upper arms. The bruised areas appear to be black and/or blue Additionally,

COPA obtained Photos® taken by Evidence Technician Alvarez #17615, on March 17,
2021, which depict bruises to both of her upper arms and her chest. The photos were taken six
days after the incident occurred. | lican be seen with a brace on her right wrist.

SLALt. 5
52 Att. 23-39
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53 Att. 24.
54 Att. 27.
55 Att. 32.
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COPA obtained three Photos®® from | °’ The first was a screenshot
which depicts a text message received from il at 5:58 a.m., on March 13, 2021. Part of the
message from [ lllllrcads verbatim, “I’m sorry for any pain that I may have caused your son
but this is so low and unbelievable. I’'m sorry for anything I’ve done to him for him to act like this
but no person deserves this and I never in a million years thought Pierre could do this.”

Additionally, two photos were sent to [ llloy Il with phone number |} . Both
photos depict the upper arm of an African American person with bruising.
IV. LEGAL STANDARD

For each allegation COPA must make one of the following findings:

1. Sustained - where it is determined the allegation is supported by a preponderance of the evidence;

2. Not Sustained - where it is determined there is insufficient evidence to prove the allegations
by a preponderance of the evidence;

3. Unfounded - where it is determined by clear and convincing evidence that an allegation is false
or not factual; or

4. Exonerated - where it is determined by clear and convincing evidence that the conduct
described in the allegation occurred, but it is lawful and proper.

A preponderance of evidence is evidence indicating that it is more likely than not that
the conduct occurred and violated Department policy.>® If the evidence gathered in an investigation
establishes that it is more likely that the misconduct occurred, even if by a narrow margin, then
the preponderance of the evidence standard is met.

Clear and convincing evidence is a higher standard than a preponderance of the evidence
but lower than the “beyond-a-reasonable doubt” standard required to convict a person of a criminal
offense.®% Clear and convincing is defined as a “degree of proof, which, considering all the
evidence in the case, produces the firm and abiding belief that it is highly probable that the
proposition . . . is true.”®!

V. ANALYSIS AND CONCLUSION
a. Credibility Assessment

The credibility of an individual relies primarily on two factors: 1) the individual’s
truthfulness and 2) the reliability of the individual’s account. The first factor addresses the honesty

%6 Att. 46 & 48

S I (he mother of Officer Pierre Tyler.

° I s known as [ IEE.nd
%9 See Avery v. State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Co., 216 Ill. 2d 100, 191 (2005) (a proposition is proved by

a preponderance of the evidence when it has been found to be more probably true than not).
60 See e.g., People v. Coan, 2016 IL App (2d) 151036 (2016).
61 1d. at 1 28.

14



CIVILIAN OFFICE OF POLICE ACCOUNTABILITY LOG# 2021-0000970

of the individual making the statement, while the second speaks to the individual’s ability to
accurately perceive the event at the time of the incident and then accurately recall the event at the
time of the incident and then accurately recall the event from memory. In this case, Officer Tyler’s
account is so divergent from | lllaccount that the variances can only be explained by either
Officer Tylor or | Misrepresenting the facts of the incident.

A preponderance of the evidence demonstrates that [ iilllaccount of the incident is
credible. | 2ccount remained consistent in her reporting to police, medical professionals,
and COPA. These statements are consistent within themselves and amongst each other.
Specifically, | :ccount of the incident remained that Officer Tyler attempted to take her
phone, which she ultimately gave to him after a brief struggle because their newborn was present.
This account was repeated to | illland COPA. Additionally, she remained consistent in her
account that she approached Officer Tyler at his grandmother’s home and attempted to strike him
but missed. He then threw her to the ground, pushed her head into the ground, and placed his body
on top of her. He later called her a “bitch.” COPA found not significant inconsistencies in her
account. Furthermore, Iccount was corroborated by |JJJJJlfwho gave two consistent
accounts of the incident to COPA. Ias the only direct witness to the incident and
corroborated [l account that she did not make physical contact with Officer Tyler. She
further corroborated that | lllonly attempted to strike Officer Tyler once, rather than
repeatedly struck him, as he claimed.

COPA does not find Officer Tyler’s account of the incident to be credible. Officer Tyler’s
account varies from | llaccount. Additionally, the various accounts Officer Tyler provided
to the Department, Ms. IR0 COPA were not consistent with each
other. While Officer Tyler consistently reported that [ llillstruck him, starting the altercation,
the manner in which she struck him was not consistent throughout his reporting. Specifically, he
reported to Ms. |2t IIS'apped him, while reporting to COPA that she punched
him. Additionally, he told |llllithat IEtried to strike him, but did not report that she did
strike him. Moreover, this account is directly contradicted by the only direct eyewitness to the
incident, | who reported that | lllNcver made contact with Officer Tyler. Therefore,
COPA does not find Officer Tyler credible.

b. Analysis
C.

COPA finds Allegation 1 that the accused took |  llEEEE <!! phone out of her
hand without justification is Sustained. Officer Tyler and | lllstatements regarding the cell
phone are contradictory. However, as previously discussed, COPA finds [ lllimore credible.
I clated that when Officer Tyler “snatched’ the phone, she was still holding onto it. She
explained that they were on their knees on opposite sides of the bed, both holding onto the phone
until she let go of the phone. Additionally, | llllllre'ated that [ lito!d her she had the phone
in her hand when Officer Tyler tried to grab it from her, and | lllcventually let go of the phone
Officer Tyler denied “snatching” the phone out of her hand, stating the phone was positioned on
the bed, he attempted to access it but could not, so he left the phone on the bed. Thus, COPA finds
Allegation 1 is Sustained.
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COPA finds Allegation 2, 3, and 4 that the accused threw |} Il tc the ground,
pushed | c2d to the ground, and placed his body on top of | G
without justification are Sustained. | illldirectly witnessed the physical altercation, and her
statement is consistent with | llllstatement. COPA finds |2 Iaccounts of
the incident more credible. Although |lOfficer Tyler, and 2! agreed that [N
attempted to swing at him first, Officer Tyler’s use of force in response was excessive. Both
I J I Cescribed that during the physical altercation Officer Tyler threw her to the
ground. [l spccifically recalled that | lllitcct were off the ground when Officer Tyler
picked her up with two hands. Moreover, they both stated that when |Jjiilllanded on her back
on the ground, he was on top of her. |Jlllldescribed that he put all his weight on |l and
his knees were on her legs holding her down. Additionally, both | lllland I<ated that
he pushed | hcad into the ground.

As an officer, Officer Tyler is trained how to deescalate situations. He could have simply
walked away from |Jlwhen she attempted to swing at him, since they were in a front yard
and not in an enclosed space. Even if Officer Tyler felt the need to physically restrain |
there was no need to throw her to the ground, push her head into the ground, and place his body
on top of her. By all accounts, [|Jllllvveak and emotional from giving birth just three days prior.
Even Ms. s atcd she perceived | to be “weak” when she observed through the
window. Furthermore, |Jllllllstated that | vas not a threat to Officer Tyler, and he had
no consideration for the fact that she had just given birth to his child. | lllifurther related she
observed Officer Tyler’s demeanor turn emotionless and cold. |JJill0escribed that his behavior
was very out of character for Officer Tyler compared to how she knew him to be.

Additionally, |Illsustained injuries due to the excessive force used by Office Tyler.
She sustained bruises to her chest, and right and left upper arms, which she captured in photos.
Furthermore, she sought medical attention and received a brace for an injury to her right wrist
because of the incident. Officer Tyler, however, did not sustain any injuries. The information
I < orted to medical staff is consistent with what she reported to COPA. Based on a
preponderance of the evidence, COPA finds |2 I:ccounts more credible.
Therefore, COPA finds these allegations are Sustained.

COPA finds Allegation 5 that the accused directed profanities at | s tating
words to the effect of “bitch,” without justification is Sustained. During the verbal altercation,
s 2ted that Officer Tyler called her a “bitch.” Additionally, during his statement to COPA,
Officer Tyler admitted this action. However, he stated he did not use the profanity at the location
listed in the allegation. Although there was a discrepancy with the location, the alleged misconduct
occurred as reported by A dditionally, Jllllrelated in her statement that | lland
Officer Tyler were both calling each other names during the conversation at Starbucks following
the incident, and the word “bitch” was said by both. Therefore, Allegation 5 is Sustained based
on a preponderance of the evidence.

COPA finds Allegation 6 that the accused utilized Department computerized information
systems in an unauthorized manner and not for the purpose of official police business, to wit:
viewed POD video footage of an incident that occurred on March 11, 2021, is Sustained. Officer
Tyler related in his statement that he looked at POD video footage from the date and location of
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the incident. He stated that the video did not show the physical incident, it showed himself and
I cctting into their vehicles to go to |Jllresidence. Per General Order 03-05 Video
Surveillance Technology, Department members will “When using any video-surveillance
technology, Department members will only use Department-approved equipment and have a
proper law enforcement purpose. No unauthorized recording, viewing, reproduction, retention
or distribution is permitted.”®? The investigation revealed that Officer Tyler did not have a
proper law enforcement purpose to view the POD footage from the date and location of the
incident. It appeared he viewed the video for his own benefit, to determine if the physical incident
was caught on camera. Therefore, Allegation 6 is Sustained.

VI. RECOMMENDED DISCIPLINE FOR SUSTAINED ALLEGATIONS

d. Officer Pierre Tyler
i. Complimentary and Disciplinary History

Officer Tyler has received a total of 87 awards and recognitions. He has also received 1
Spar resulting in 1 day off for a Preventable Accident in 2021.

ii. Recommended Penalty

Officer Tyler violated Department Rules 2, 6, 8, and 9. He engaged in an unjustified
physical altercation when he committed acts of domestic violence against | lllcausing visible
injuries, including significant bruising. Allegations of domestic violence are serious in nature and
reflect poorly on the Department. Such misconduct brings discredit on the Department and
seriously undermines public trust in police officers charged with upholding the laws, including
laws against domestic violence. Moreover, Officer Tyler violated Department policy by utilizing
Department resources, namely accessing POD video footage, in an unauthorized manner and for
his own personal benefit. Misuse of Department resources is a serious form of misconduct that
cannot be tolerated. Thus, based on the serious nature of Officer Tyler’s misconduct, COPA
recommends Separation.

Approved:

February 28, 2023

ay Jacksdon Date
Deputy Chief Administrator
Andrea Kersten Date

Chief Administrator

52 Emphasis included in the General Order not added by COPA.
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