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SUMMARY REPORT OF INVESTIGATION 

 

I. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY   

 

Date of Incident: June 11, 2019 

Time of Incident: 10:36 PM 

Location of Incident:  

Date of COPA Notification: June 12, 2019 

Time of COPA Notification: 7:40 AM 

 

On June 11, 2019, at 10:36 PM, police responded to a 911 call from  

Complainant complained to responding officers that after a series of arguments 

earlier that day, Officer Eddie Gevrekis initiated a physical altercation with her. She told the police 

that Officer Gevrekis had been drinking heavily, and when he came home from the bar, he went 

into her bedroom, attempted to push her off the bed, stuck his finger in her mouth and tried to kick 

her. She alleged that during the incident Officer Gevrekis whispered that he would kill her. She 

also stated she and her had been receiving harassing texts and voicemails throughout the 

day. Officer Gevrekis was arrested for domestic battery and the following day,  

got an emergency protective order at 555 W. Harrison. That same day at 555 W. Harrison she 

provided a statement to COPA investigators. The criminal court case was subsequently dropped, 

as was petition for a protective order. Based on the following evidence, COPA finds the 

allegations are Sustained in part.  

 

II. INVOLVED PARTIES 

 

Involved Officer #1: Eddie Gevrekis, Star # 11054, Employee ID# , Date 

of Appointment: 9/6/1994, Rank: 1969 Unit of 

Assignment: 050, DOB: Male, White 

  

Involved Individual #1: /1980, Female, White 

   

 

III. ALLEGATIONS 

 

Officer Allegation Finding 

Officer Eddie Gevrekis 1. On or about June 11, 2019, at 

approximately 10:30 PM at or near  

Officer Gevrekis was 

intoxicated while off-duty. 

 

Sustained 
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2. On or about June 11, 2019, at 

approximately 6:00 PM at or near  

Officer Gevrekis operated a 

motor vehicle while under the influence of 

alcohol.  

 

3. On or about June 11, 2019, at various times 

throughout the day Officer Gevrekis sent 

harassing texts and/or voicemails to  

 

 

4. On or about June 11, 2019, at various times 

throughout the day Officer Gevrekis sent 

harassing texts and/or voicemails to  

 

 

5. On or about June 11, 2019, at 

approximately 10:30 PM at or near  

Officer Gevrekis forcibly 

placed his finger inside  

mouth. 

 

6. On or about June 11, 2019, at 

approximately 10:30 PM at or near  

Officer Gevrekis attempted to 

push off her bed. 

 

7. On or about June 11, 2019, at 

approximately 10:30 PM at or near  

Officer Gevrekis attempted to 

kick  

 

8. On or about June 11, 2019, at 

approximately 10:30 PM at or near  

Officer Gevrekis threatened to 

kill   

Sustained 

 

 

 

Sustained 

 

 

Sustained 

 

 

Sustained  

 

 

Sustained 

 

 

Sustained 

 

 

Sustained 
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IV. APPLICABLE RULES AND LAWS 

 

Rules 

Rule 2: Any action or conduct which impedes the Departments efforts to achieve its policy or 

brings discredit upon the department.  

 

Rule 9: Engaging in any unjustified verbal or physical altercation with any person while on or 

off duty 

 

Rule 15: Intoxication on or off duty 

State Laws 

625 ILCs 5/11-501: Driving under the Influence of Alcohol 

 

V. INVESTIGATION1 

 

a. Interviews 

 

 gave a statement to COPA investigators at the 555 W Harrison 

courthouse after she got an emergency protective order on Wednesday, June 12, 2019.   

was the  of Officer Gevrekis. stated that she and Officer Gevrekis had been 

arguing the evening of Monday, June 10, 2019. On Tuesday, June 11, 2019, when she went to 

work, Officer Gevrekis did not seem upset. However, around lunchtime, he began sending 

“vulgar” and accusatory texts.  described them as “incoherent and strange” due to their 

verbiage. In response, she called his phone, and he yelled at her. This happened several times 

throughout the afternoon.  

 

When she came home to at around 4:00 PM, they had a conversation that 

turned into an argument.  believed he had been drinking. He became irate and called her 

names like “bitch,” “cunt,” and “whore.” He went upstairs, and they avoided each other. Around 

6:00 PM, he got dressed and said he was going to take his motorcycle somewhere. She saw him 

drink two beers and multiple shots of vodka. She then saw him get on his motorcycle and drive 

away. She previously texted her kids not to come home due to his strange behavior. When she 

called him around 8:00 PM, he did not answer. Her  contacted him because he 

previously asked her to drive him somewhere, as he was on painkillers and unable to drive. He 

then sent text messages calling her names and accusing her of being promiscuous, calling 

her “whore,” “bitch,” and “pig.” They exchanged angry text messages. described the 

text messages as vulgar.  

 

Officer Gevrekis returned to at approximately 10:15 PM.  was 

lying in bed in the bedroom at that time. He came into the room and said, “You got a problem with 

 
1 COPA conducted a thorough and complete investigation.  The following is a summary of the material evidence 

gathered and relied upon in our analysis. 
2 Att. 32 
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me?” He then started yelling about where was and complained that she was allowed to do 

what she wants and has boys into her room. He then came further into the bedroom and continued 

yelling. He abruptly began yelling at in what she described as “strange phrases,” such as 

“stop coming at me,” and “don’t come near me.” At that time, was still on the bed and 

had not approached him. He then ran at her and placed his finger in her mouth, hooking her cheek 

and turning her head. He then mouthed the words, “I’m gonna fucking kill you.” After he released 

her, he got up and said, “Leave me alone. I’m just trying to go to bed.” 

 

  was confused by these outbursts, because she had not been bothering him nor 

had she come near him. He then rushed over to the bed and lifted the mattress up to tip her off the 

bed. He said, “Ha-ha got you now. I’ve been recording this whole time.”  yelled to her 

 to call 911. She then activated the video recording function on her phone. At that point Officer 

Gevrekis was standing in the doorway holding up his audio recorder while mouthing the words 

“I’m gonna kill you.” He then ran at her and tried to kick her with a “martial arts kick.”   

stopped recording and called 911. The operator told her that her  had called, and someone was 

on the way. At that point Officer Gevrekis had gone outside.  moved from the bedroom 

to the living room and saw that a police car had pulled in front of the house. When the officers 

arrived, advised them that Gevrekis was a police officer and there were firearms in the 

home. The officers informed her that a supervisor was on the way. The officers put and 

Officer Gevrekis into separate rooms to talk to them about the incident. After spoke with 

the officers and Sergeant, she was given information on domestic violence and orders of 

protection. The next morning, appeared in court at 555 W. Harrison to obtain a temporary 

protective order. 

 

Officer Eddie Gevrekis3 stated that on June 11, 2019, he was off work due to an injury he 

suffered while on duty.  He and along with her children, had been living in his 

house at for approximately three years. Officer Gevrekis had been home all day. 

When came home from work at around 5:00 PM, he wanted to have a conversation with 

her about moving out due to problems in the relationship. He stated that though had 

concerns, the conversation went well. After that conversation, they both had a drink.  

 

Around 8:00 PM Officer Gevrekis was feeling uncomfortable due to the previous 

conversation, so he decided to leave the house. He got on his motorcycle and drove to a nearby 

bar six blocks away. He stayed at the bar until approximately 10:00PM, where he admitted having 

“a couple of drinks.”4 When Officer Gevrekis came home, he went into the garage and made what 

he called a “heavy drink” of vodka that he chased with a beer. Afterwards, he went inside the house 

and “poked his head into the bedroom.”5 was still upset about him asking her to move 

out and asked if he was sleeping with someone else. Officer Gevrekis denied sleeping with 

someone else but asked her to leave the bedroom. She continued to ask him about sleeping with 

someone else, at which time he told her to be quiet and put his finger on her mouth. 

 

 Officer Gevrekis admitted he was highly intoxicated and “made many mistakes that 

night.” He stated that he did not intend to injure her. In addition to alcohol, Officer Gevrekis stated 

 
3 Att. 33  
4 Att. 33 at p.16 
5 Att. 33 at p.14 
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that he had taken prescription pain killers for a previous on-duty injury. Officer Gevrekis did not 

recall trying to record during their altercation, but she may have been recording him in 

the bedroom. He admitted trying to lift the mattress in the bedroom to try and dislodge and kick 

the foot of the bed,6 but denies trying to kick that evening.  

 

Additionally, Officer Gevrekis does not recall making threats towards but says 

he was highly intoxicated. He referred to the allegations of death threats and stated that if he said 

that, he did not mean it. Officer Gevrekis stated that he never saw the video took of him 

that night, and she has since told him that the video has been erased. Officer Gevrekis stated that 

after the night of June 11, 2019, he has refrained from drinking alcohol and has sought counseling 

through the EAP program.  

 

b. Digital Evidence 

 

An OEMC 911 (Audio EV# )7 call received June 11, 2019, at 10:32 PM from 

was placed by 13-year-old appeared to sound upset on the 

phone. He stated that his  was drunk and “talking crazy” to his . stated that his 

 was threatening her and accusing her of something. When asked if he was hitting her by 

the operator, replied that he had heard her yell “ow.” 

 

An OEMC 911 (Audio EV# )8 call received on June 11, 2019, at 10:37 PM 

from was placed by a female caller, now known as She stated 

that her “  was extremely drunk and out of control.” She advised the call taker that he had 

a gun in his possession. She stated that he was a police officer and urged them to arrive quickly. 

The call taker advised her that her  had called, and an officer was already on the way.  

 

 told the operator that her  name was Eddie Gevrekis and that he was 

“threatening violence” and was “completely out of control.” She stated that “he pressed his finger 

against my mouth and split my lip.” She further relayed that she had a cut inside her mouth but did 

not need an ambulance. While on the phone with the operator she said they had gone outside and 

Gevrekis recorded her screaming for her to get away. She also requested a sergeant due to her fear 

that the officers in the area were friends with him and might not take the call seriously.   

then remained on the line until police arrived.  

 

Bodyworn Camera Footage9 shows that Officers' Berry and Rengert responded to  

at approximately 10:40 PM.  met the officers at the door and related events 

consistent with her statement to COPA, which included accusations about Officer Gevrekis’ 

infidelity and lude and insulting text messages about her and her Additionally, 

she relayed Officer Gevrekis made threats to kill her and injured her mouth.  then showed 

the officers her phone with the texts from Officer Gevrekis as well as the recording she made of 

his behavior. Part of the video is visible on body-worn camera when she shows Sgt. Dratwa.10 

 
6 Att. 33 at p.21 
7 Att. 28 
8 Att. 29 
9 Att. 5, 6 & 7 
10 Att. 5 at 5:30 
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On the video, Officer Gevrekis can be heard calling “bitch” as well as other 

derogatory terms. He also makes threatening gestures and mouths what appear to be threats. Sgt. 

Dratwa described those threats as “threatening to kill” 11 After speaking with  

Officers Berry and Rengert went to the garage where Officer Gevrekis was located. He came out, 

and they took custody of his firearm. When the officers spoke to Officer Gevrekis, he accused 

of infidelity and complained that was having sex in the house. Officer Gevrekis 

made these statements repeatedly while waiting for Sgt. Dratwa to arrive. Fifteen minutes after the 

officers arrives, came home. Officer Gevrekis attempted to speak with and she 

angrily told him to “fuck off.”12 When Sgt. Dratwa arrived, Officer Gevrekis stated that  

had previously accused him of cheating and threatened to make a false report on him for battery 

so that he would lose his job. After Sgt. Dratwa spoke with the officers took Officer 

Gevrekis into custody.  

 

Evidence Technician Photos13 taken of show that she appeared to have 

small cuts and abrasions on the outside of her lip on the lower left side. Photos taken of the inside 

of her mouth showed what appeared to be reddened tissue. In addition to, what appeared to be 

abrasions on the inside of her top lip on the right side that had what appeared to be a small amount 

of a red liquid substance.  

 
 

 

 
11 Att. 5 at 8:30 
12 Att. 7 at 14:30 
13 Att. 26 
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c. Documentary Evidence 

 

The Initiation Report14 documents that Sgt. Wojciech Dratwa responded to a domestic 

battery call when a supervisor was requested. He reported that the victim, related 

events consistent with her statement to COPA. He also noted that he observed that Officer Gevrekis 

appeared to be intoxicated and had difficulty answering questions.   

 

The Arrest Report15 states that Eddie Gevrekis was arrested on a signed complaint of 

domestic battery on June 11, 2019, and transported to District 16 Lockup. Arrestee refused to 

answer medical questions. Lockup made no note of alcohol or drug influence.  

 

The Case Report16 identifies as the victim and as a child 

at risk. The narrative summarizes what told the officers and sergeant on body-worn 

camera. It further states that she was treated by Chicago Fire Department for minor injuries to her 

lip but refused transport to the hospital.  

 

d. Additional Evidence 

 

COPA spoke with  on November 6, 2020, over the 

phone.  refused a recorded statement but agreed to answer a few questions. She stated that 

as of November 6, 2020, she no longer resides at She is now legally an adult and 

in college. She stated that after that night she has not witnessed or been told about any further 

abuse from Officer Gevrekis, and she had not ever witnessed abuse from him before that night. 

She believed he was experiencing a bad reaction to medication mixed with alcohol. She confirmed 

that she did receive abusive texts from Officer Gevrekis that night but refused to discuss them in 

any detail.   

 

At his statement with COPA, Officer Gevrekis provided COPA with copies of documents 

from the EAP and 18 The letter from EAP states that Officer Gevrekis sought 

their services voluntarily and has been going to a No Cop Outs (Alcoholics Anonymous for 

Officers) meetings three times a week and has been genuine in his efforts at recovery.  

drafted a letter to COPA stating that she wished to retract her statements made on June 

12, 2019. She also drafted a letter to the judge of Officer Gevrekis’s expungement hearing, 

confirming that he was attending treatment meetings and she supported having his arrest expunged.  

 

Officer Gevrekis submitted to a breathalyzer19 at approximately 3:46AM. The results of 

the breath test B.A.C. read .140. 
 
 
 

 

 
14 Att. 11 
15 Att. 9 
16 Att. 8 
17 Att. 25 
18 Att. 27 
19 Att. 34 & 35 
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VI. LEGAL STANDARD  

 

For each Allegation COPA must make one of the following findings:  

 

1. Sustained - where it is determined the allegation is supported by a preponderance of the evidence;  

 

2. Not Sustained - where it is determined there is insufficient evidence to prove the allegations 

by a preponderance of the evidence;  

 

3. Unfounded - where it is determined by clear and convincing evidence that an allegation is false 

or not factual; or  

 

4. Exonerated - where it is determined by clear and convincing evidence that the conduct descried 

in the allegation occurred, but it is lawful and proper.  

 

A preponderance of evidence can be described as evidence indicating that it is more likely than 

not that the conduct reviewed complied with Department policy. See Avery v. State Farm Mutual 

Automobile Insurance Co., 216 Ill. 2d 100, 191 (2005), (a proposition is proved by a preponderance 

of the evidence when it has found to be more probably true than not). If the evidence gathered in 

an investigation establishes that it is more likely that the conduct complied with Department policy 

than that it did not, even if by a narrow margin, then the preponderance of the evidence standard 

is met. 

 

Clear and convincing evidence is a higher standard than a preponderance of the evidence but 

lower than the "beyond-a-reasonable doubt" standard required to convict a person of a criminal 

offense. See e.g., People v. Coan, 2016 IL App (2d) 151036 (2016). Clear and Convincing can be 

defined as a “degree of proof, which, considering all the evidence in the case, produces the firm 

and abiding belief that it is highly probable that the proposition . . . is true.” Id. at ¶ 28. 

 

VII. ANALYSIS 

 

COPA finds Allegation #1, that on or about June 11, 2019, at approximately 10:30 PM at 

or near Officer Gevrekis was intoxicated while off-duty Sustained. COPA 

finds that it is more likely than not that he was intoxicated. stated that she witnessed him 

drink two beers at around 4:00PM and take one shot of vodka. She suspected he took a second 

shot later upstairs when she heard a glass clinking.20 Officer Gevrekis stated that when he came 

home from the bar at approximately 10:30 PM, he went into the garage and made what he called 

a “heavy drink” of vodka that he chased with a beer. BWC shows Officer Gevrekis appeared to 

have slurred speech. Furthermore, Sgt. Wojciech Dratwa responded to the location and observed 

that Officer Gevrekis appeared to be intoxicated and had difficulty answering questions. 

Additionally, Sgt. Larry Thomas (BIA) Synoptic Report-Intoxication Off Duty noted that Officer 

 
20 At. 32 at p.6 
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Gevrekis was breathalyzed at approximately 3:46AM. The results of the breath test B.A.C. read 

.140. Therefore, based on the preponderance of evidence, Allegation #1 is Sustained.  

 

COPA finds Allegation #2, on or about June 11, 2019, at approximately 6:00 PM at or 

near Officer Gevrekis operated a motor vehicle while under the influence of 

alcohol is Sustained.   

 

stated that she witnessed Officer Gevrekis drink two beers at around 4:00 PM 

and take one shot of vodka, she suspected he took a second shot because she heard a glass clink.21 

Officer Gevrekis stated that around 8:00 PM he drove his motorcycle to a nearby bar six blocks 

away where he remained and had a “couple of drinks” until approximately 10:00 PM.” 22 When 

Officer Gevrekis drove home from the bar at approximately 10:30 PM, he went into the garage 

and made what he called a “heavy drink” of vodka that he chased with a beer.It is more likely than 

not the Officer Gevrekis drove his motorcycle while intoxicated due to the timeframe of events. In 

addition to the B.A.C. report listed in above. Therefore, based on the preponderance of evidence, 

Allegation #2 is Sustained.  

 

COPA finds Allegations #3 and #4, that on or about June 11, 2019, at various times 

throughout the day Officer Gevrekis sent harassing texts and/or voicemails to  

in addition to sending harassing text and/or voicemails to BWC footage depict 

and showing the responding officers’ text messages that Officer Gevrekis sent to 

them as evidence to support their allegations. No evidence suggests this did not occur as alleged, 

and Officer Grevekis admitted that his memory may have been affected by his level of intoxication. 

Therefore, based on a preponderance of the evidence, COPA finds that Allegations #3 and #4 

are Sustained.  

 

COPA finds Allegation #5, #6, #7, on or about June 11, 2019, at approximately 10:30 PM at 

or near Officer Gevrekis forcibly placed his finger inside  

mouth, attempted to push off her bed and attempted to kick  

are Sustained. 

 

Evidence photos taken23 of the night of the incident documents what appears to be 

an injury to her mouth. Officer Gevrekis does not dispute that he made contact with  

mouth with his finger, which is captured on BWC video in his statement to the responding officers. 

Additionally, Officer Gevrekis admitted to grabbing the mattress was laying on and 

kicked it. Although Officer Gevrekis admitted to the noted actions, he expressed that his actions 

were not directed towards However, Officer Grevekis admitted that his memory may 

have been affected by his level of intoxication. Therefore, based upon a preponderance of the 

evidence, COPA finds Allegations #5, #6 and #7 Sustained.  

 

 
21 At. 32 at p.6 
22 Att. 33 at p.16 
23 Att. 26 
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COPA finds Allegation #8 Sustained, on or about June 11, 2019, at approximately 10:30 PM at 

or near Officer Gevrekis threatened to kill  

showed Sgt Dratwa’s cell phone footage that she recorded of Officer Gevrekis mouthing words 

that Sgt. Dratwa’s described as, “a threat to kill,” which is also captured on his BWC.”24 Therefore, 

based on a preponderance of the evidence, COPA finds Allegation #8 Sustained.  

 

VIII. RECOMMENDED DISCIPLINE FOR SUSTAINED ALLEGATIONS 

 

a. Officer Eddie Gevrekis 

i. Complimentary and Disciplinary History 

Officer Gevrekis complimentary history consists of a (1) 2004 Crime Reduction Ribbon, (1) 2019 

Crime Reduction Award, (10) Complimentary Letters, (1) Democratic National Convention 

Award, (2) Department Commendation, (2) Emblem of Recognition (Physical Fitness), (54)  

Honorable Mention, (1) Joint Operation Award, (2) Life Saving Award, (1) NATO Summit 

Service Award, (1) Presidential Election Deployment Award 2008, (1) Problem Solving Award, 

and (1) Special Commendation. Total of (78) Awards.  

 

b. Disciplinary-None 

 

i. Recommended Penalty, by Allegation 

 

1. Allegation No. 1: Significant Suspension up to 364 days  

2. Allegation No. 2: Significant Suspension up to 364 days  

3. Allegation No. 3: Significant Suspension up to 364 days  

4. Allegation No. 4: Significant Suspension up to 364 days  

5. Allegation No. 5: Significant Suspension up to 364 days  

6. Allegation No. 6: Significant Suspension up to 364 days  

7. Allegation No. 7: Significant Suspension up to 364 days  

When considering the appropriate discipline for Officer Eddie Gevrekis, the Department 

should consider both the level of severity and numerous violations of misconduct committed by 

Officer Grevekis and the steps he has taken to correct his behavior. First, Officer Gevrekis’ conduct 

caused physical harm to minor child was present in the home and called 911 

to stop the drunken, abusive, and threatening actions of Officer Gevrekis. On body-worn camera, 

Officer Gevrekis is seen mouthing words to the effect, “I’m going to kill you” and “Bitch” towards 

Threats to kill is significant misconduct and should not be treated lightly, especially 

when coupled with physical abuse. Furthermore, he knowingly consumed alcohol to the point of, 

 
24 Att. 5 at 8:30 
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in his own words, “highly intoxicated” then drove his motorcycle on the roadways of the city that 

could have had a catastrophic outcome, including but not limited to endangering the safety of the 

public.  

 

Additionally, it should be noted that after the night of the incident, Officer Gevrekis sought 

treatment through the Department’s Employee Assistance Program. According to a letter sent by 

the supervising counselor, Officer Gevrekis has been attending No Cop Outs, an Alcoholics 

Anonymous meeting for sworn officers weekly. The steps taken by Officer Gevrekis after the 

incident represent a willingness to recognize a problem in his behavior and take measures to correct 

it, taking took an active role in holding himself accountable for his actions. Additionally, there 

appears to have been no additional incidents of this behavior since July 19, 2019 and no reported 

domestic violence before this incident.  

 

Thus, considering all of these factors in aggravation and mitigation, COPA recommends a 

significant suspension up to 364 days.  

 

 

Approved: 

 

____________ __________________________________ 

Sharday Jackson 

Deputy Chief Investigator 

 

Date 

  

  

 

3/31/22


