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SUMMARY REPORT OF INVESTIGATION 

 

 

Date/Time/Location of Incident: September 15, 2021 / 8:00 PM /    

Date/Time of COPA Notification: October 6, 2021 / 1:18 PM 

Involved Officer #1: Carina Cruz, Star# 16025, Employee# , DOA: 

September 29, 2014, PO, DOB: , 1989, Female, 

Hispanic 

 

Involved Officer #2: Adrian Martinez-Garcia, Star# 8649, Employee# , 

DOA: July 17, 2017, PO, DOB: , 1992, Male, 

Hispanic 

 

Involved Individual #1: DOB: , 1986, Male, Hispanic  

 

Case Type: Illegal search of home 

  

 

I. ALLEGATIONS 

 

Officer Allegation Finding 

Officer Carina Cruz 

 

 

Officer Adrian 

Martinez-Garcia 

1. Entering the home of without 

justification.  

 

1. Entering the home of without 

justification.  

Exonerated 

 

 

Exonerated 

  

 

II.  SUMMARY OF EVIDENCE1 

 

COPA received this complaint on October 6, 2021, and conducted a recorded interview of 

the complainant, Mr. on October 8, 2021. 2According to Mr. on September 15, 

2021, he was in the shower in his girlfriend’s apartment at  where he also resides when 

he heard police officers announce themselves loudly and ask for anyone inside the apartment to 

make themselves visible. Mr. quickly exited the shower and made himself visible to 

officers. He stated that officers had their weapons in hand and were asking him questions regarding 

 
1COPA conducted a full and complete investigation of this matter, including the interview of all pertinent civilian and 

officer witnesses, and the collection and review of digital, documentary, and forensic evidence.  As part of COPA’s 

ongoing efforts to increase case closure capacity, certain cases opened under IPRA are summarized more succinctly 

in a Modified Summary Report of Investigation, pursuant to COPA Guideline Modified Summary Report of 

Investigation Template and Approvals, effective February 13, 2019.   
2 Att. 1 
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his reason for being in the apartment and how he entered. Mr. explained to the officers 

that he stays at the apartment and has keys. The officers then advised him to stay in the apartment 

and went to the neighboring apartment to search that apartment. Shortly after, the officers returned 

to explain the situation to Mr. Officers told him that another resident called about her 

apartment being burglarized and the key she gave them to enter her apartment was also able to 

open his apartment.  

 

 COPA reviewed all available media and evidence including Body-Worn Camera (BWC) 

footage3, case reports4, and the Investigatory Stop Report (ISR)5 of Mr. The most 

important evidence was the BWC entries of Officer Cruz and Officer Martinez-Garcia as well as 

the ISR of Mr.   

 

According to the BWC entries of Officer Cruz and Officer Martinez-Garcia, they speak 

with the victim of an alleged burglary in progress who stated she was entering her rear apartment 

door when she could hear commotion from the other side of her door.6 The victim provided officers 

with keys to her apartment7 and stated that it was the second-floor apartment on the right8. The 

officers both make their way up to described apartment and attempt to use the key given to them 

by the victim to enter the apartment. Officers announce themselves and ask for anyone inside to 

reveal themselves. Officers are then met by Mr. who is confused about how officers 

entered his apartment. He advises both officers that the apartment across the hall is the apartment 

they are looking for. Both officers then use the same key to open Mr. apartment to open 

the victim’s apartment. The officers conduct a canvas for suspects with negative results then return 

to Mr. apartment. They explain to Mr. that they were described the second-

floor apartment on the right by the victim and her keys were able to open his apartment. The 

officers were apologetic and explained it was just a miscommunication by the victim.  

 

 

III. ANALYSIS AND CONCLUSION 

 

For Allegation 1, stating that both officers entered the home of without 

justification, COPA finds both Officer Cruz and Officer Martinez-Garcia Exonerated.  

 

Based on the collected evidence, Officer Cruz and Officer Martinez-Garcia were acting in 

good faith based on the information provided to them by the victim. Both officers responded to a 

burglary call. The officers met the victim who provided consent for both officers to enter her 

apartment to search and clear the residence. Multiple times on BWC the victim informed both 

officers that her unit was on the second floor, right side. She then provided the responding officers 

a key to her unit.  The officers then proceeded to second floor, open the right-side door, and 

entered.  Furthermore, COPA finds it was reasonable for both officers to believe that the apartment 

 
3 Att. 7 and 8  
4 Att. 14 and 15 
5 Att. 9 
6 The victim later clarified that she had partially opened the back door when she observed a black male wearing a 

white shirt in her apartment.  
7 Att. 8 at 3:35 marker. 
8 This is documented in the ISR Att 9 and can be faintly heard in Officer Martinez-Garcia’s BWC at 2:26 marker, 

Att 8.  
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key provided to them would only be able to open the corresponding door lock if there was question 

as to the correct apartment, and further finds complete lack of any evidence questioning the 

officer’s interpretation of the events as they occurred. Accordingly, all allegations are exonerated.  

 

 

 

Approved: 

 

   3/29/2022 

__________________________________ __________________________________ 

Matthew Haynam 

Deputy Chief Administrator 
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